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The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  was  upward  during  tike--! -ast-  three  we'fots  nf  ! 
December  and  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  present  month  in  the  "three  leading 
world  markets,  Minneapolis,  ffinnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  due  partly  to  a  sub- 
stantial decrease  in  the  world  production  of  flaxseed  during  the  current  sea- 
son.   Argentina,  the  largest  producer  of  flaxseed  in  the  world,  has  reduced 
tne  output  of  flaxseed  this  year  approximately  36,000,000  bushels  having 
abandoned  about  15  per  cent  of  the  sown  area  on  account  of  locusts  and  heavy 
rains.    Production  in  the  United  States  is  also  relatively  smaller  than  during 
previoas  years  owing  to  grasshopper  damage  and  a  prolonged  dry  spell  last 
summer.    Due  to  similar  causes  flaxseed  production  in  Canada  this  year  will  be 
the  smallest  since  1905,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  crop  year  1S2S-30. 
Another  contributing  factor  to  the  recent  advance  in  flaxseed  prices  is  doubt- 
less the  decrease  in  the  production  of  whale  oil  and  competing  vegetable  oils 
such  as  cottonseed  and  soybean.    According  to  trade  reports  practically  the 
wnole  of  the  season's  production  of  whale  oil  was  sold  by  the  end  of  1932. 
Manchuria,  which  is  the  chief  source  of  the  world's  supply  of  soy  beans,  has 
already  made  heavy  shipments  from  what  was  reported  to  be  a  poor  crop. 

Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  increased  from  $1.05,  the  weekly 
average  price  per  bushel  for  the  third  week  in  December,  to  $1.18  for  the 
second  week  in  January.     Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend 
advancing  from  60  cents  per  bushel,  the  third  week  in  December  to  63  cents 
for  the  second  week  of  the  present  month,    ilearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires 
moved  from  60  cents  per  bushel,  tne  third  week  in  December,  to  62  cents  for 
the  second  week  in  January.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of 
Winnipeg  averaged  49  cents  for  the  second  week  in  January.     For  tne  same  week 
the  spread  between  the 'Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  56 
cents.    For  tne  month  of  December  the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis 
was  $1*09  compared  with  $1.43  for  the  same  month  in  1931,  and  $1.06  for  the 
month  of  l*o v ember  1932.     The  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  iionth  was  61 
cents  against  the  same  price  for  the  previous  month  and  32  cents  for  December 
1931.     Prices  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at  Hull,  England  advanced 
slightly  during  the  month  of  December.     La.  Plata  flaxseed  moved  from  71  cents 
per  bushel  for  November  to  72  cents  for  December,  and  Calcutta  from  37  cents 
oer  bushel  for l>!ovember  to  91  cents  for  December.    Apparently  the  duty  of  10 
per  cent  on  flaxseed  and  15  per  cent  on  linseed  oil  imposed  by  the  United  king- 
dom on  foreign  imports  effective  January  1  has  had  little  influence  upon 
Indian  seed  quotations. 

It  is  doubtful,  if  the  prevailing  low  prices  for  flaxseed  continue, 
whether  India  with  constant  good  local  demand  will  desire  to  compete  wit:- 
Argentina  in  supplying  the  United  Kingdom  with  flaxseed  despite  the  preferen- 
tial tariff.    Although  European  consumption  of  flaxseed  increased  considerably 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  past  year  as  a  result  of  the  low  prices,  Indian 
shipments  continued  on  a  small  scale.     The  demand  for  linseed  oil,  meal  and 
cake  is  largely  lacking  both  in  the  United  States  and  Europe.     In  this  country 
the  small  consumption  of  linseed  oil  reflects  the  continued  low  level  of 
business  activity;  while  the  abundance  of  feed  grains  and  low  farmer's  incomes 
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have  largely  curtailed  the  dernaii'S  for  linseed  meal*  Although  the  demand  for 
manufactured  feedstuffs  on  the  Continent  has  undoubtedly  increased  since  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  it  is  still  well  below  normals 

Weather  conditions  in  Argentina  have  been  generally  favorable  for  the 
harvesting  of  the  flaxseed  crop.    Much  of  the  acreage,  however,  is  giving 
low  yields  although  some  of  the  late  sown  flaxseed  proved  better  than  early 
indications  presaged.     Since  threshing  operations  have  got  fully  under  way 
in  Canada  the  flaxseed  crop  is  found  to  be  about  20  per  cent  less  than  the 
September  estimate  of  3,052,000  bushels.    According  to  the  latest  forecast 
2,446,000  bushels  will  be  produced  this  year  compared  with  the  revised  esti- 
mate of  2,465,000  bushels  harvested  last  year.    Both  acreage  and  production 
of  flaxseed  in  France  have  been  considerably  reduced  this  year.    The  area 
planted  to  flaxseed  in  that  country  is  estimated  at  23,000  acres  compared; 
with  26,000  in  1931-32,  while  present  indications  point  to  an  output  of 
218,000  bushels  against  233,000  bushels  last  season.     Rumania,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  again  increased  the  acreage  sown  to  flax  to  71,000  acres  this  year 
compared  with  69,000  last  year,  which  was  the  largest  flaxseed  acreage  since 
1918.    Latvia  shows  a  decrease  in  both  flaxseed  acreage  and  production  this 
season  in  spite  of  aid  given  by  the  Government,  whereby  farmers  are   ;aid  a 
fixed  price  even  though  this  price  is  well  above  the  market   jrice  in  order 
to  recompense  them  for  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  production  and  the 
foreign  market  price.     The  first  official  estimate  of  the  area  sown  to  flax- 
seed in  India  for  the  1935  harvest  was  given  as  2,483,000  acres  compared  with 
the  first  estimate  last  season  of  2,377,000  acres  and  the  final  estimate  of 
2,652,000  acres.     Reports  from  India  state  that  more  rain  is  needed  although 
the  condition  of  the  crop  is  still  satisfactory. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  although  smaller  than  during  the 
latter  part  of  December  are  still  average  for  this  time  of  year.  From  September 
1  tO  December  31  of  the  present  crop  year  Argentina  shipped  26,135,000  bushel sJ 
or  approximately  7,400,000  bushels  more  than  during  the  same  period  of  the 
previous  year  when  18,696,000  bushels  were  exported.     On  the  other  hand,  ship-1 
ments  from  India  for  the  last  4  months  of  1932  were  about  500,0'";0  bashels  lessj 
than  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1931,  which  were  also  small  comoared  with-, 
shipments  for  earlier  years.    From  September  1  to  December  31  India  exported 
only  1,067,000  bushels  against  1,556,000  for  the  same  period  of  1931.  Canadian 
shipments  continued  to  be  restricted  by  the  short  crop  with  no  shipments  either 
in  November  or  December,  and  with  only  363,000  bushels  exported  from  September! 
1  to  December  31,  1932,  against  184,000  last  season.     The  shipments  of  flax- 
seed from  Canada  for  the  year  from  January  1  to  December  31,  1932  totalled  on J 
367,450  bushels  compared  with  1,044,620  in  1931  and  1,395,818  in  1930.  The 
total  shipments  from  the  leading  exporting  countries  for  the  period  from  Septei* 
ber  1  to  December  31,  1932  were  27,565,000  bushels  against  20  ,  455,000  bushels  I 
for  the  same  period  of  1931. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  during  the  montiis  of  September 
October  and  November  of  1932  amounted  to  only  1,424,000  bushels  compared  with  , 
5,171,000  bushels  imported  during  the  same  months  of  the  previous  year.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  talcing s  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Netherlands  and  Germany, 
three  other  large  importers  of  flaxseed,  were  considerably  larger  during 
September,  October  and  November,  than  for  the  Mpggnding^.o^ 
vious  season.  During  these  three  months  the  United  Kingdom/    4,0  11,000  bushels 
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4,950,000  and  4, 809, COO  respective!;  compared  with  3,494,000  "bushels, 
3,891,000  and  2,492,000  durin.  the  sane  months  of  1931.    During  September 
and  October  i932  France  and  Belgium  both  imported  less  flaxseed  than  for 
the  corresponding  months  of  1931,  Trench  flaxseed  imports  were  approximately 
4u0,000  bushels  less  and  Belgium  46,000  smaller. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  .States  for  the  week  ended 
January  21  were  1,212,000  bushels  compared  with  647,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year  and  1,340,000  in  1931.    Stocks  in  store  in  the 
'.."e stern  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on.  January  1    were  1,345,652 
bushels  against  1,370,519  bushels  last  year  and  2,105,652  in  1931. 


Flaxseed:  Intern 

■xt  ional 

trade  of 

important  importing  and  ex; 

3or  ting 

• 

■ 

countries,  1929- 

30  to  1931-32 

Item  and  country 

beginning 

:     Trade  in  current  seasons 
°  -      :         with  comparisons 

:  19.29-30 

:  1930-31: 

1931-32:  Sept.  1. 

.  1931 

.  1932 

,  1,000 

:  1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1 , 000 

! bushels 

: bushels : 

bushels : 

bushels; 

bushels 

Exports: 

i  • 

:  42,856 

:  67,  316 : 

73, 785:  Dec. .31  l/ 

18,696 

:  26,135 

India   

i  12,858 

:  4,697: 

3, 504: Dec. 31  2/ 

:  1,556 

1,067 

G  ;.ii'--ru-  ••••••• 

:    .  415 

:  1,887: 

169:Dec..31 

:  134 

363 

Russia  and  Danube  .  . 

;  76 

:  78: 

:Dec.31  : 

Total  above  exports 

:  56,1S3 

:  73,973: 

77,478: 

.  20,436. 

27,555 

Imports : 

• 

United  States  .  .  . 

;  18,249 

:  9,927; 

10, 943: Kb v. 30 

.  5,171 

;  1,424 

United  Kingdom  .  .  . 

:  '8,014 

•  13,057: 

' 14, 151 : Ho v; 30 

:  3,494 

;  4,041 

Total  2  countries 

:  26 , 263 

:  22,98-1: 

25,099: 

8,665 

:  5,455 

Continent 

:  10,801 

:  14,272: 

IS, 450: Ho v. 30  ; 

3,891 

:  4,950 

:  6,968 

:  12,436: 

14, 580:1."  cv.  30 

2,492 

4,809 

France   

7,483 

:  9,373: 

9,659:0ct.51  : 

:  2,128: 

1,750 

Belgium  .  .: 

' 3,212 

:  6,049: 

6,031:0ct.31 

1,206: 

1,160 

Total  4  countries 

'30,439 

!'  42, 18 C: 

*46",320":         ' : 

•"  "9",  Ylf: 

f 27569 

To  t  d 1  a  bo  ve  impc  rt  s : 

"56,"752 

:  65,164: 

"7T/919T "  : 

'  18*,  "382": 

"  '18 , 134 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  except"  as  "noted". 


1/  Official  figures  to  November  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/     Official  figures  to  October  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed:  Acreage  and  production  in  countries  re  sorting  for 
1932-33,  annual  1931-32  and  1932-33 




: 

Ac  i 

eage 

Production 

: 

{Percentage . 

; Per cental 

Country 

-.1951-32 

1932 

-33: 

19  £ 

2-53  is 

.1951-32 

.1952-33: 

1932-35  i 

- 

: 

of 

1931-52 

of  1931-3 

!  1,000 

.1,000  . 

Per 

: 1 , OuO  : 

: 1,000 

Per 

: acres 

:acre 

s 

cent 

: bushels 

;  "bushels 

;  cent 

o 

^, 

087' 

86.4 

•  11,798' 

11,341 

:  100.4 

:  .  % 

401 

90.5 

:  89,067 

:  53,147 

59.7 

Russia   . 

:  7,574 

7, 

788 

102.3 

:  - 

—  ; 

2, 

552 

.  38.2 

,  15,080- 

.  15,440 

:  109.0 

Canada,  revised  .... 

. :  628 

454 

72.3 

:  2,455 

.  2,446 

oq  p 

Uruguay,  revised  .  .   .  . 

:  443: 

487 

109.9 

,  4,337 

;  - 

;  — 

Poland,  revised  .   .   .  . 

.%  252' 

232 

92.1  . 

,  1,941 

;  - 

- 

99 

71.2 

.  1,003 

:  563 

:  56.1 

78 

■75.0 

:  499 

:  365 

:  73.5 

France  

;  26 

23 

38.5  •' 

:  233 

:  218 

93.6 

71: 

102.9 

:  523 

- 

- 

61 

68.5 

932 

- 

Hungary  ........ 

.:  47: 

20 

42.5  • 

310 

- 

36 

21 

•  58.3  . 

326 

155 

50.9 

Sstonia  ........ 

:  45. 

36. 

80.0  . 

253: 

149 

53.9  i 

Czechoslovakia   

:  22, 

16: 

72.7  . 

100. 

91 

91.0 

18 

100.0 

:  134 

188 

102.2 

:  '  16: 

11: 

56 . 7 

l/  130: 

ij  39 

68.5 

Pe the r lands  ...... 

.  :  16 

5. 

51.2  : 

Finland  ........ 

,  :  10: 

11 

110.0 

Austria  >   .   .   .  .   .   .  . 

.:  5; 

5: 

100.0 

33 

:  36 

109.1 

ITorthern  Ireland  .   .   .  . 

:  7 

5: 

85.7 

I , 

50.  0 

19 

:  11 

57.9 

Total  of  countries 

reporting  ...... 

:  23,1-50. 

_.2A> 

585 

95.5  . 

121,190; 

85,751; 

70.8 

Bstimated  world  total 

:  '23','6:0'0"i 

155,000. 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  institute  of  Agriculture J 


l/  Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed :    Average  price  per  bushel  In  specified  markets, 
by  months  and  by  v/eoks,  1931  and  1332 


Month 

and 
week 

"Vinnipeg 

Minneapolis 

Buenos 
Aires 

I.iargin  of  1 
:  price 

linneapolis 
over 

i  •  ■  /  •  C . 

Np_. 

1 

Winnipeg,  • 

BuencB 

Aires 

1931 

f"l93E 

1931 

:  1932  ' 

1951 

•  1932 

1951: 

..  A9?/!. 

,  1951: 

1952 

Dolls." 

•Dolls. 

•Dolls . 

;  Dolls'." 

Dolls . 

Dolls." 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Jan . 

.95 

:  .84 

1.57 

:  1.41 

—        -  ■ 

.82 

.60 

62 

57 

75 

81 

Feb. 

:  .97 

:  .88 

1.56 

:  1.40 

.84 

:  .61 

•  59 

52 

72 

79 

Mar. 

1.03 

;  .91 

.  1.58 

1.40 

.94 

•  .62 

55 

49 

64 

78 

Apr. 

1.04 

•  .  .88 

1.57 

1.35 

.89 

:  .60 

53 

47 

68 

75 

May  . 

1.06 

S  .74 

1.55 

1.21 

i  .84 

:  .57 

49 

47 

71 

64 

June 

1.07 

;  .62 

1.48 

1.05 

.83 

.57 

41 

43 

65 

48 

July 

1.18 

!  .60 

1.64 

:  .98 

.92 

•  "".59 

•  46 

38 

72 

39 

Aug. 

1.04 

:  .62 

1.41 

1.01 

.82 

.61 

37 

39 

59 

40 

Sept . 

.94 

:  .71 

1.57 

1.13 

•  '  .71 

:  .67 

43 

42 

66 

•  46 

Oct. 



i  .89 

:  .64 

1.32 

1.13 

.66 

:  .62 

43 

49 

66 

51 

h'ov. 



.94 

.61 

1.46 

1.06 

.71 

.59 

•  52 

45 

75 

47 

Dec. 



:  .82 

:  .61 

1.43 

1.09: 

.65 

.59 

61 

•  48 

78 

50 

Sept . 

_ 

1st. 

week 

.98 

.73 

1.38 

1.12 

.74 

.67 

40 

39 

64  • 

45 

2nd. 

it 

:  ,97 

;  .72 

1.39 

1.13 

.73 

.71 

42 

41 

66  • 

42 

3rd. 

ti 

:  .90 

!  .70 

1.33 

1.15 

.68 

.69 

43 

45 

65 

46 

4th. 

.83 

:  .70 

1.34 

1.16 

.66': 

.68 

51 

46 

68 

48 

Oct . 

1st. 

week 

.83 

•  66 

1.28 

1.17: 

.65 

i  .66 

45 

51 

63  • 

51 

2nd. 

M 

:  .82- 

.65. 

1.32 

1.10 

:  .68- 

;  .63 

50 

45 

64 

47 

3rd. 

it 

.84 

.66- 

1.33 

1.15: 

.69 

.62 

49 

49 

•     64  • 

53 

4th. 

It 

:  .88- 

.62' 

1.37 

1.10 

.74 

S  .60. 

49 

48 

63 

50 

Nov. 

- 

1st . 

v/eek 

.98: 

.61- 

1.45 

1.07- 

•  f  Tt 

:  .59 

47 

46 

71 

48 

2nd. 

tt 

•  DO 

±  i^r 

T  HQ 

.75 

.60 

•  51 

46 

(  rk 

3rd. 

ti 

!  ..  .95 

.  62 : 

1.49 

1.09 

.73 

:  .60 

54 

47 

76 

49 

4th. 

ti 

.87: 

.60' 

1*43 

1.05 

.65 

:  .59 

•  56 

45 

78 

46 

Dec. 

1st. 

v/eek 

:  .87 

.58: 

1.45 

1.03 

.64 

1  .59 

»  oo 

45 

•  81 

.  44 

2nd. 

.81 

.59- 

1.45 

1.07 

.65 

.58 

64 

48 

80 

49 

3rd. 

it 

.80 

!  .60 

1.43 

1.05 

.61 

.60 

:  63 

45 

.  82 

:  45 

4th. 

tt 

1  .79 

:  .61 

1.41 

:  1.06 

.65 

:  .61 

:  62 

45 

:  76 

45 

5th. 

ti 

:  .80 

.63 

1.39 

:  1.12 

.66 

:  .60 

•  59 

•  49 

73 

.  52 

1952 

19_3_3 

1932 

1935 

1932 

1955 

•  A£32 

1935 

'  1952 

:  1955 

Jan. 

1st. 

week 

t  '"'  .83 

:  .69 

:  1.42 

1.16 

:  .64 

:  .61 

.  59 

.      *  o 

78 

:  55 

2nd. 

ti 

:  .83 

:  .69 

1.41 

:  1.18 

:  .61 

:  .62 

:  58 

49 

:  80 

56 

Compiled  as  follows :    klinneapolis :     Minneapolis  Daily  I.iarket  Records,  averare 
of  daily  prices  './eighted  by  car-lot  sales;  »7innipegj    Canadian  Grain  Statist j_ 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires;     Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,         He\.  York  Journal  of  Commerce -weekly  averages . 
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Flaxseed: 


Price  per  bushel  of  la  Plata  and  Calcutta  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  1928-1932 


Kind  : 
and  : 
year  : 

Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Liar .  : 

Apr . 

jJU  _L  X  o. 

Dolls.:  Dolls.: 

T\r\~\  1  a  • 

La  Plata  : 

Flaxseed : 

1928  : 

.1 . 88  • 

1  .a4t 

1929  : 

1.90 

.1.93 

1.92 

1.93 

1930  • 

2.22 

.  2.12 

2.06 

O    1  G 

1931 

1.02 

:  1.00 

:  1 . 1'r 

.  i  no' 

1932 

:  .  .75 

:  .76 

:  .bo 

:     •  i ^ 

Calcutta 

Flaxseed 

1928 

:  2.12 

:  2.10 

: .2.12 

:  2.20 

1929 

:  2.32 

:  2.52 

:  2.25 

:  2.19 

1930 

:  2.58 

:  2.34 

:  2.20 

:  2.33 

1931 

:  1.44 

:'  1/ 

:'  1/ 

:  y 

1932 

:  .96 

:  1.00 

:;i.08 

:  .92 

May  :June  -.July  :Aug. 
Do~ll~3~:~Doria:"l  foils;:  Dolls', 


1.97: 
1.91: 
2.13: 
1.04: 
.71: 


1.92: 
1.90: 
2.02: 
.98 


2.25:  2.18: 
2.13:  2.11: 
2.27:  2.20: 
1.26:  1.22: 
.86:  .85: 


1.91: 

•1.84: 
1.10: 
.71 


•2.16: 
2.45: 
2. 01 
1.51 
.87 


1.88 
2-.  41 
1.91 
1.00 
.73 


2.1C 
2.51 
2.15 

"V  OA. 

QP. 


Sept . 


Doi: 


1.86 
2.80 
1.72 
.•89 
.81 


2. -19 
2.85 
1.95 
1.12 
*98 


0c- 


Dolls, 


1.94 
2.  60 
1.48 
.86 
-.75 


2  •  26 

2. 89 

i;J4 

1.C5 
.93 


uov. 
DoTls. 


1.96 
2.31 
1.26 
.90 
.71 


2.31 
2.80 
1.57 
1.05 
.87 


Dec , 
Doll 


.  • 

2.33} 
1.14 

.72 


2  •  o3 , 

• .  j 
, .  j 

.91 


cTmTiled  fr"o¥^^l"^nT"al^^ui  Reporter"  and  "The -London  Grain,  Seed  and  Cill 
Reporter",  monthly  prices  are  a  simple"  average  of  all  daily- prices .  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled,  to  hew  York  each  day  ^«f^^lflJ 
price  at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December 
see  "World  Flaxseed  Frospects"  dated  August'  21,  1930. 
1/  hot  available.         ,  .  ! 


Year 


1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 


Flaxseed:'    Price  ner  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bomtay, 
by  months,  1928-1932 


Jan.   :Fob.   :Har.':Apr.   :  May  : June  : July  :Aug. 
r>oi  1    Polish  DolAgj^ls.:  DoH^  D0lls-MjA^j^g: 


Sept . :0ct . 
Dolls.:  Dolls. 


1.87:  1.83:  1.66:  1.88:  1.95:  1.91:  1.99:  1.86 
1.98:  2.04:  2.02:  1.99:  1.94:  1.93:  2.11:  2.22 
2.29-  2.16:  2.07:  2.11:  2.09  : '  2.00:1/1.84:  1.95 
1.21  -1/L.  35:^1. 37:1/1. 31:  1.19:  1.15:  1.20:  1.09 
l/.83:~  .90:     .90:     .83:     .80:     .74:     .77:  .78 

Compiled" ^om:  •'Indian^  from' Tune  1922  -  December  192^ 

see  "world  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930.  ■ 
1/  Three  weekly,'  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 


Nov. 


1.87:  1.98 
2.51:  2.50 
l.P  3  0/1.60 
.97:  .88 
.88:  .80 


Dolls. 


1.96 
2.41 
1.42 
.87 
.76 


Dec. 


Dolls. 


1.97 

1/1.32] 
.791 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Flaxseed  prices  have  tended  generally  downward  since  the  second 
week  in  January  in  the  three  leading  world  markets,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg 
and  Buenos  Aires.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg 
averaged  45  cents  for  the  second  week  in  February.     For  the  third  week  in 
February  the  spread  "between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos 
Aires  was  52  cents. 

For  the  month  of  Januar2r  the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis 
was  $1.16  compared  with  $1.41  for  the  same  month  last  year  and  $1.09  for  the 
month  of  December  1933*    The  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  68 
cents  against  84  cents  for  January  last  year  and  61  cents  for  last  December. 
The  av:ra  e  spot  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  January  is  not  avail- 
able but  near-by  futures  prices  during  January  were  somewhat  above  the  December 
spot  avera/e  of  59  cents  per  bushel.    Prices  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flax- 
seed at  Hull,  England  also  advanced  slightly  during  the  month  of  January. 

The  present  price  level  of  flaxseed,  although  influenced  by  the 
decline  in  the  prices  of  other  commodities,  is  largely  due  to  the  poor  demand 
for  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  low  level  of  building 
activity  and  the  below  normal  demand  for  linseed  cake  in  Europe  despite  a 
severe  winter.     The  present 'decline  in  price  is  even  more  significant  in  the 
face  of  the  smaller  supplies  available  this  year.     The  price  level  is  also 
undoubtedly  influenced  by  the  large  shipments  which  Argentina  continues  to 
make  in  spite  of  the  drastic  curtailment  in  this  season's  crop  of  flaxseed. 

The  second  estimate  of  flaxseed  production  for  the  current  season  in 
Argentina  shows  a  still  further  reduction  from  the  low  output  forecasted  in 
the  first  estimate.    According  to  present  indications  only  52, 304,489  bushels 
of  flaxseed  will  be  produced  in  Argentina  this  year  compared  with  89,066,637 
bushels  last  season  or  approximately  37,000,000  bushels  less*     If  the  present 
forecast  materializes ' the ' flaxseed  harvest  this  /car  will  be  the  smallest  in 
Argentina  for  the  past  9  years  with  the  except  ir:  of  the  poor  crop  year  1929- 
30  when  only  50,004,000  bushels  were  produced.     The  main  contributing  factors 
to  the  low  output,  this  year  have  been  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  acreage 
planted  to  flaxseed  and  widespread  abandonment  on  account  of  exceptionally 
heavy  damage  by  locusts  and  unfavorable  weather  conditions.     According  to 
the  official  estimate  7,401,000  acres  were  sown  this  year  compared  with 
8,640,000  acres  last  year;  and  of  the  sown  area  only  5,655,000  acres  were 
harvested.    Reports  of  the  'flaxseed  crop  in  Irdia  are  generally  favorable. 
Harvesting  has  already  started  in  some  of  the  early  districts.  Although 
rains  were  somewhat  insufficient  for  the  full  development  of  the  crop  now 
in  the  ripening  stage,  an  average  sutturn  is  predicted. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  are  of  fair  size.     From  September  1 
to  February  4  of  the  present  crop  year  Argentina  shipped  34,933,000  bushels, 
or  approximately  5,000,000  bushels  more  than  during  the  same  period  last  season 
when  29,927,000  bushels  were  exported.    On  the  other  hand  shipments  from  India 
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for  the  past  5  months  have  been  about  500,000  "bushels  less  than  during 
the'  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  season,  which  were  also  far  "below 
normal  compared  with  shipments  for  earlier  years.     From  September  1  to 
February  4  India  exported  1,335,000  '"bushels  against  1,383,000  bushels  for 
the  same  period  of  1931-32.     Canadian  shipments  continue  to  he  restricted 
by  the  short  crop  with  only  1,400  bushels  shipped  during  the  month  of 
January,  and  a  total  of,  364,000  bushels  from  September  1  to  January  31  of 
the  present  season  against  184,000  bushels  last  season.     The  total  shipments 
from  the  leading  exporting  countries  for  the  period  from  September  1  to 
February  4,  1933  were  36,  c' 32,000  bushels  compared  with  31,994,000  bushels 
for  the  same  period  of  1931-32. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  during  the  present  crop 
season  from  September  1  to  January  31  amounted  to  only  2,925,000  bushels 
against  6,087,000  bushels  for  the  same  months  last  season.    On  the  ether 
hand  the  takings  of  , the  other  large  importing  countries  with  the  possible 
exception  of  France- have  been  considerably  larger  this  season  than  last. 
From' September  1  to  December  31,  1932  Netherlands  and  Germany  increased 
flaxseed  takings  by  approximately  1,300, COO' and  2,900,000  bushels  each 
compared  with  the  previous  season.     During  the  last  4  months  of  1932 
Netherlands  and  Germany  imported  6,182,00C  bushels  and  6,361,000  bushels 
respectively  against  4,858,000  and  3,469,000  for  the  same  period  of  1931. 
The  United  Kingdom  and  Belgium  also  increased  their  takings  during  the 
last  4  months  of  the  past  year  compared  with  imports  of  flaxseed  for  the 
same  months  of  1931,  "the  United  Kingdom  importing  4,830,000  bushels  aginst 
4,406,000  bushels  last  season  and  Belgium' 2,516,000  compared  with  1,968,000 
for  the  previous  season.     Import  figures  for  France  for  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber are  not  available,  but  from  September  1  to  November  30,  1932  France- 
imported  1,979,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  against  2,812,000  bushels  for  the 
same  months  of  1931. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week 
ended  February  18  were  1,216,000  bushels  compared  with  475,000  bushels  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  year' and  1,286,000  in  1931.   -Stocks  in  store  in 
the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  February  10  were  1,383,303 
bushels  against  1,356^959  bushels  last  year  and  2,102,970  in  1931. 

The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushings  in  the  United  States 
from  October  1  to  December  31  of  the  past  year  was  4,998,000  bushels  compared 
with  7,112,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1931  and  3,739,000  bushels 
during  the  third  quarter  of  1932,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Census.  The 
total  factory' and  warehouse  stocks  of  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  on' 
December  31,  1932  were  121,775,377  pounds  against  154,490,275  pounds  on  the 
corresponding  date  of  the  previous  year  and  116,081,886  pounds  at  the- end.  of 
the  third  quarter  of  1932. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  1929-30  to  1931-32 


Item  and  country- 


Exports: 

Argentina   

India  

C  anada  •  ...... 

Russia  and  Danube  .... 
Total  a^ove  exports 
Imports: 

United  States   

United  Kingdom  

Total  2  countries  .. 
Continent 


Netherlands 
Grermar^r  .... 
France  ..... 
Belgium  .  . . 

Total  4  countries 

Total  above 


irmorts 


Year  "beginning 
Sept.  1 


1929-30 


1,000 
"bushel  s 


42,856 
12, £38 
413 
76 


56,183 


18,249 
•8,014 


86.368 


10,801 
■  8,388 
7,488 


30 , 489 

56 , 752 


1930-31 


1,000 
"bushel  s 


67,316 
4,697 
1,887 

78 


73,978 


9,927 
13,057 


22,984 


JLtc.  Ci  i  tj 

12,436 
9,373 

_  6^049 
42,180 
65,164 


©oral 

u 


iled  from  .official  sources,  exc 
Official   fignxoa  to  R,*vpnib«r 


1931-32:,  Sept. 


1,000  : 
bushels.: 

73,785; 
3,504- 
18|; 

"  77,478": 


Trade  in  current  seasons 
wUh_^PJSparJ^s___ 
1_3>i32  ' 

1,000 
"busheJLs 


Feb.  4  |7 

:Feb.  4  %J 

;Jan.  31  •' 

:Feb.  4 


10,948; 
14,151: 
25,099: 


16,450 
14,680 
9,659 
6,351 
46,820 
71,919 


Jan.  31 
:Dec.  31 


Pec  31 

Pec .  31 

;Nnv.  30 

;pec.  31 


ept  as  noted, 
•wi    ivfhip  :fignras  to 


29,927 
1,88? 
.  .  184 

"31,994 

6,087 
4,406 
10,  493 

4,858 
3,469 
2,812 
1,968 

13,107: 
'  23',  600 


1,000 
"bushels 


34,933 
1 , 335 
364 

"36^632 

•  2,825 

6,182 
6,361 
1,979 
__3J516_ 

24,693 


date. 
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Flaxseed:     Acreage  and  pro duct  ion  in  countries  reporting 
for  1932-33,  annual  1931-32  to  1S32-33 


Country 


United  States  . . . 
Argentina,  revised 

Russia  

India,  revised 
Canada,  revised  . 
Uruguay,  revised. 
Poland,  revised.. 

Lithuania   

Latvia   

France  , . 

Rumania  

Morocco   

Hungary  

Belgium   

Estonia   

Czechoslovakia  .. 
Italy,  revised  .. 

Germany   

Netherlands   

Finland   

Austria   

Northern  Ireland 

Bulgaria   

Egypt   

Total  countries 
reporting  .... 

Estimated  world 
total  


:                     Acreage  : 

production 

Percentage: 

.Percentage 

:  1931-32' 

1932-33 

1932-33  is. 

1.931=32. . 

.1932.-33 

1932-33  is 

of  1931-32: 

 ! 

of  i?ai-s| 

:  1,000 

1,  000 

1 , 000 

1 , ooo  , 

:  acres 

acres 

P^r  cant  , 

bushel  s 

bushel s 

,  Per  cent 

:      2,416  i 

:    -  2,087  : 

86.4  : 

11,798  ; 

lli 841 

:  100.4 

:      8', 178  i 

;  5,655 

!'        69.1  i 

■  89,067  : 

:     52,304  j 

!  58.7 

:      7,574  : 

!  7,788 

;      102.8  j 

—  —  — 

:      3,008  j 

;  3,241 

107.7  : 

:  15,080  ! 

16,440  : 

!      109. C 

:          627  j 

454 

72.4  : 

2,465  , 

i  2,446 

!        99. 2 

:      •  443  : 

;  487 

109.9  : 

4,837  : 

—  —  — 

—  —  — 

•  OKI  i 

•  LjOCj  \ 

232  : 

1       92.1  : 

.    1,941  : 

—  —  —  . 

—  —  — 

:         139  j 

99  ; 

71.2  : 

1,003  : 

563 

:  56.1 

:        104  < 

78  : 

75.0  : 

499  , 

!         366  : 

73.3 

:          26  ; 

:          23  ; 

!        88.5  ; 

233  : 

:         218  , 

{  93.6 

:          69  ; 

71  : 

102.9  : 

523  • 

—  —  —  : 

—  —  — 

:          89  j 

.61  : 

:68.5  : 

■          q  mn  , 

—  —  —  : 

:      —  —  — 

:       ,  47  j 

.  20  : 

'42.6  « 

310  : 

—  ■—  —  : 

—  —  — 

:         36  : 

21  : 

•58.3  : 

:  •       326  j 

!  ■  ■      166  . 

:  50.9 

:           45  ; 

:         .36  : 

:      .80.0  : 

:  •     ■  253  : 

5  149 

:  58.9 

:          23  : 

:         16  : 

!      '69.6  : 

100  : 

',  91 

:  91.0 

:  18 

18  ! 

:      100.  C  : 

184  : 

:  188 

{  102.2 

:         16  ! 

:  11 

:       68.7  . 

,1/  130 

tl/  89 

;  68.5 

:  16 

:  '        -5  : 

ol  •  2 

:  138 

:  10 

\  11 

110.0 

:           5  . 

:  5 

!  100.C 

f         33  . 

:  36 

S  109.1 

7 

i  6 

:  85.7 

•  <5 

:  1 

:  50.0 

:  19 

5             11  . 

:  57.9 

:  3 

:             2  , 

66.7  : 

36 

;  28 

:  77.8 

:  23,153 

:  20,428 

:        88.2  : 

121,226 

:  34,936 

r.0.1 

:     23,600  . 

:  155,000 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of 
Agriculture  except  as  otherwise  noted7 
l/     Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified  markets, 
"by  weeks  and  "by  months,  19 32  and  1933 


r,  "Ma 

rgin  'of  ••  I linnoapal  i  s 

!  .  Month 

Winnipeg 

Minneapolis 

Buenos  Aires. 

"oricc  over  _ 

and 

:  No.  1 

IT.  V/.C. 

;       Uo .  1 

■ 

:  Winnipeg 

I  Buenos  Aires 

■  week 

:  1932 

:  1933 

1932 

■  1933 

• ")  932 

•"  1933"* 

:  •  19-32 

r  •  -1-933 

1332 

' Do 11 s . 

:  Dolls., 

:  Do  1 1  s . 

Dolls. . 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Cents 

Cents 

:Cr-nts 

:  Cents 

Jan. 

1st*  week 

:  .83 

:  ..69 

:  1. 42 

:  .1.16  : 

..64 

:   '..61  . 

:  59 

:  47 

i  •  78. 

"2nd  .  "'• 

:  .83 

:•    .  69  ■ 

:  1.41 

!  1.18  : 

..'61  ' 

:   .'.  62 

:  50 

;  :  49 

:  •'  80 

\  56 

3rd  ": 

:  '  .85' 

:    .  66  . 

:  1.41 

:  1.16  : 

.'62  ' 

:   , .  6l 

:  '  56 

:  -  50 

4th  "' 

:  .85 

:    .67  • 

:  1.33 

:  1.13  : 

.60  * 

:  ".60 

:  53 

46,, 

:_i_78_ 

L  I 

Average    ■  ; 

■  .84 

5  ..68 

:  1.41 

1.16  ; 

.60 

 5_7_, 

•  4ft, : 

_  I  8_1_ 

Feb.  i 

'  •  -54 

1st  week  : 

:  .86  : 

1     . 65  ■ ; 

1.39  ; 

1.14  : 

.61  ! 

.   ..60  : 

1  53  : 

49  : 

1  78  : 

2nd    N  ; 

.  •'  .86  j 

.  65  :  : 

1.36  : 

1.10  : 

.61  : 

.60  : 

'  50  : 

45  : 

i  75- : 

. . 

3rd    "  : 

1.4Q  : 

il.il  : 

.63  : 

,    .  59  .: 

'  77  : 

52 

'4th    »     ■  : 

*                    .  i 

j      'Compiled  as  "follows:  •  Minneapolis:  Mil^^^^^L^^ 
average  of  daily  prices  weighted  hy  car-let  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian _ura1-- 
Statistics,  Canadian  Department  of  Tracter  "and -Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  EgGSE 
pf  the,  Riycr  Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Xew  T0xfc  Journal  of  Coimei^o.  -  week gr 
averages.     Conversions  of  ....v  Minneapolis  prices  were  made  at  the 

current  rates  of  £»?ha.ngo-- 
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Flaxseed:    Price  por  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta 
Hull,  England,  by. months,  -1928-1933 


La  Plata 
Flaxseed 
1928 
1929 
19,30 
1931 
1932 
1933 

Calcutta 
Flaxseed 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 


1.85:  1.84 
1.90;  1.93 
2.22;  *o. 12 


.75: 
.74; 


2.32: 
2.5R;: 
1.44: 
.96: 
•  .93: 


1.09 
.76 


2.10 

2.-34 

1/ 
1.00 


:  May  :  Junej 

July: 

Aug. : Sept. : 

Oct. 

•-noils:  Dolls: 

Dells: 

Dolls:Dells: 

Dolls 

1.88; 

1.84: 

li.97; 

1.  y^ : 

1          Q  ^  4 

_L  ©  ^  <o  , 

1.93: 

i.  y± : 

1   90  • 

X  .  y  v'  . 

2.06, 

,  2.19.: 

2..  13:. 

1.14 

,  1.09.: 

1.-.04:. 

.98: 

.83: 

!  .74; 

:  .71:. 

.69; 

2.12 

j  2.20. 

• 

;  2;  •  2  3 « . 

2.18 

:  2.19 

:  2.13: 

2.11 

2,20 

:  2.33 

^■»;<^>- 

iy 

i'W 

:^  T.26I 

•r5'<v 

1.08 

;  .92 

:  .8.6; 

.85 

1.91 
1.84 

i.ib 

.71 


2.16 
2.45 
2.01 

.87 


1.88:  1.86 
2.41:  2.80 
1.91;  1.72 
1.00; 
.  73': 


.89 
.81 


2.16:  2.19 
2.51:  2.85 
2.15:  1.95 

-tv  24^*1-2 
.98 


Dolls:  Dolls. 


l'.74 
l..Cn 


Nov. :  Dec.  j 


1. 

94: 

1.9P5. 

1.  Pi 

o 

o  • 

60: 

«o  .  c  u  f 

<-  .  oc 

1. 

48. 

1.26J 

1.14 

• 

86: 

,  .90: 

.78 

• 

75 

:■    .  71  s 

.72 

fc?  •  t  -  1 
o  .  Oft, 

1.57: 


1.55 
.93 
.91 


"The  London  Grain, 
pri 
epr 


Seed  and 
Daily 


C0nroiled  from  ''Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter  and 
Oil  Reporter's  monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  W  Represent  the  price 

prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  Hew  York  eBPZW     -j&enbex  1927  see 
at  the  close  of  the  market.     For  prices  from  January 
"World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
Not  available. 


Whol  of  "Bold  Bnmtay"  at  Bombay, 
Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  ot  *o 

"by  months,  19^8-19^ 


Year 


.323 

-029 

IS  31 
1932 
1933 


Jan.-  liar.!  Apr.i  Hay  I  *mo:  July-.*^-  ^ 

bous;  pons;  gone ;  iniauilsiis = ^  * .  j     * 1 1  s 


:  *•  :  :      __"  .  Q1!  i  oq.  1.86:  1»87 

1.87:  1.83:  1.66:  1,88:  1.95:  '  zZZ.  2.5i 

1.98:  2.04;  2.02:  1.99:  1.94:  ^    -U;  ^gp|  ^ 

2.29:  2.16:  2.07:  2.11:  2*09.  -^'^   _  , 
1.21:il.35:24.37:liL.3l:  1.19:  1-1 
3/  .83:  '  .90:    .90:    .83:  .Pr: 


1.20:  1.09: 
.74:     .77:  .78; 


.97 
.88 


Oct.:  Nov.:  DcC 
^YslSis.:2oili 

•  • 

1.9P:  1.96:  1.9; 
.  2.50:  2.41:  2.3 
:j/L60:  1.42:1/1. '2 
.38:    .87:  .7 
.30:    .76:  |1 


,     _  '  por  prices  from  June  1922  -  December 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal  .    *o    _  ^ 
1927  sqq  "lorld  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  A»g"*     •■  » 
../    Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
>']    Ewo  weekly  <j.iot©*to^  only. 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


The  acreagp  to  he  seeded  to  flax  in  the  United  States  in  1933  would  Jfe 
about  IS. 8  per  cent  less  than  the  acreage  sown  in  1932,  if  the  present  plant- 
ing intentions  are  carried  out.    According  to  thfe  report  of  the  farmers'  in- 
tentions-to-plant ,  only  1,819,000  acres  are  planned  to  he  seeded  this  year 
compared  with  2,087,000  acres  harvested  last  year  and  2,416,000  acres  during 
the  poor  crop  year  1931.    Most  of  the  reduction  in  acreage  this  year  is  in 
the  regions  where  a  large  amount  of  the  flaxseed  is  normally  grown,  and  where 
most  of  the  damage  from  drought  and  grasshoppers  during  the  past  few  years  has 
occurred.    Minnesota  is  the  only  large  flax  producing  State  to  increase  acreage 
this  year.     Soil  conditions  throughout  the  Northwest  are  not  favorable  on  the 
whole,  and  much  of  the  territory,  which  suffered  from  the  drought  last  season, 
is  still  lacking  in  moisture.     Last  year  the  yield  per  acre  was  1.9  bushels  or 
: 25  per  cent  less  than  the  average  for  the  10-year  period  1919-1928.  Therefore 
should  weather  conditions  be  more  favorable  this  year  and  the  yield  per  acre 
more  nearly  average,  even  with  13  per  cent  reduction  in  acreage,  the  crop  may 
exceed  that  of  last  year.     Such  a  crop  would  still  be  somewhat  below  domestic 
requirements  providing  the  disappearance  of  linseed  oil  into  trade  channels 
is  as  large  as  during  the  past  year.    The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in 
crushings  in  the  United  States  during  the  season  from  October  1,  1931  to 
September  30,  1932  was  the  smallest  on  record  totalling  only  19,751,000 
bushels  compared  with  28,777,000  bushels  for  the  previous  season.     During  the 
last  quarter  of  1932  the  amount  of  flaxseed  crushed  was  somewhat  below  the 
last  quarter  of  1931  indicating  still  smaller  crushings  in  1932-33.  From 
October  1  to  December  1,  1932  only  4,998,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  were  crushed 
in  domestic  mills  compared  with  7,112,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1951. 

Crop  conditions  in  Canada  are  similar  to  those  in  the  United  States. 
During  the  past  6  months  precipitation  in  Saskatchewan,  which  is  the  largest 
flax  producing  province  of  Canada,  was  79  per  cent  of  normal.    V/eather  con- 
ditions lately  have  been  favorable  in  the  flax  growing  districts  of  India, 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  crop  is  good.    This  combined  with  increased 
acreage  points  to  good  yields.     The  output,  according  to  a  trade  report,  will 
total  about  20,000,000  bushels.     The  second  official  estimate  of  acreage 
planted  to  flaxseed  in  India  for  the  1933  harvest  is  2,649,000  acres  compared 
with  the  first  estimate  of  2,483,000  acres.    This  estimate  shows  an  increase 
of  69,000  acres  over  the  second  estimate  last  season  of  2,580,000  acres,  and 
is  the  largest  since  the  crop  year  1929-30  when  2,742,000  acres  were  sown. 

The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  continued  downward  during  the  last  2  weeks 
of  February  and  the  first  2  weeks  of  March  despite  the  material  reduction  in 
this  season's  Argentine  crop.     The  demand  for  oil  in  the  United  States  con- 
tinues small  or.  account  of  the  low  level  of  building  activity  upon  which  the 
oil  trade  of  this  country  is  so  largely  dependent.    In  Holland  the  sale  of 
linseed  cake  and  oil  is  far  from  satisfactory  for  this  time  of  year.  Germany 
also  reports  a  poor  trade  in  linseed  oil.     In  the  United  kingdom  the  demand 
for  manufactured  feedstuffs  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  in  spite  of  the  severe 
weather  of  the  past  few  weeks. 
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-he  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  ir.  Minneapolis  decreased 
from  11.10  per  bushel  for  the  second  week  in  «ebruary  to  for  the  first 

week  in  March.    Trade  was  suspended  during  the  second  week  and  the  early  part 
of  the  "following  week  on  account  of  the  hank  holiday.    After  the  opening  o1  the 
market  the  price  advanced  sharply  to  v1.18  per  bushel,  the  average  price  for 
March  16    17  ard  18.     Flaxseed  prices  in  Winnipeg  remained  uncnanged  averaging 
65  cents' per  bushel  for  the  fourth  week  in  February-    -eart>r  futures  in  Buenos 
Aires  also  remained  practically  unchanged  with  an  average  of  59  cents  per 
bushel  for  the  second  week  in  March.,  The  margin  of  the.  Minneapolis  price  over 
that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  45  cents  per  bushel  for  the  fourth  week  in  February. 
The  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  50 
cents  for  the  first  week  in  March.    Prices  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed 
at  mm  England,  declined  during  the  month  of  February.    La  Plata  moved  from 
74  cents  per  bushel  for  January  to  7E  cents  for  February  and  Calcutta  frbm 
95  cents  per  bushel  for  January  to  89  cents  for  February. 

Shipments  so  far  from  Argentina  are  well  maintained  ir.  spite  of  the 
drastic  curtailment  in  this  season's  flaxseed  crop.    From  September  1  to  inarch  4, 
the  total  clearances  were  41,949,000  bushels  compared  with  38,136,000  bushels 
for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    Shipments  from  India,  on  the  other 
hand,  continue  on  a  small  scale,  even  smaller  than  last  year,  apparently  on 
account  of  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  exporters  to  force  prices  lower. 
Exports  from  India  during  the  present  season  from  Septemcer  1  to  March  4 
totalled  1,652,000  bushels  -against  1,995,000  bushels  last  year.     For  the  perioj 
from  September  1  to  January  31,  Canadian  shipments  were  heavier  than  last 
season,  having  increased  from  184,000  bushels  to  364,000  for  the  current  seas 


- 


Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  continued  on  a  small  scale 
reflecting  the  low  level  of  demand  for  linseed  oil.    For  the  season  from 
September  1  to  February  28  this  country  imported  3,275,000  bushels  against 
7  191,000  bushels  for  a  like  period  last  season.    The  United  Kingdom,  on  trie 
other  hand,  increased  takings  this  season  to  5,270,000  bushels  for  the  period 
frorr.  September  1  to  January  31  compared  with  5,065,000  bushels  last  season. 
To  date  there  is  no  apparent  reduction  in  the  European,  consumption  of  flaxseed, 
hut  the  increase  has  been  largely  because  the  low  prices  of  flaxseed  has  made 
it  possible  to  use  linseed  oil  for  many  purposes  for  which  other  oilseeds  were 
formerly  used.    From  September  .1  to  January  31  Germany  imported  8,^,000 
bushels  compared  with  4,306,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  last 
season.     For  the  same  period  Netherlands  also  showed  a  decided  increase  ir 
takings  from  6,672,000  bushels  last  season  to  7,621,000  bushels  this  season. 
France,  on  the  other  hand,  imported  less.    From  September  1  to  December  31, 
1032  imports  totalled  3,285,000  bushels  against  3,679,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  months  of  1951. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
March  18  were  1,145,000  bushels  compared  with  497,000  bushels  for  the  corre- 
sponding week  last  year  and  1,224,000  bushels  in  1931.    Stocks  in  store  in  the 
restern  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  February  24,  were  1,397,69/ 
bushels  against  1,360,500  bushels  last  year  and  2,066,984  in  1931. 
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Flaxseed 


Acreage  and  production  in  countries  importing  for 
1932-33,  annual  1931-32  to  1932-53 


Country 


United  States   

Argentina   

Russia   

India   

Canada   

Uruguay   

Poland   

Lithuania   

Latvia   

France   

Rumania   

Morocco   

Hungary   

Belgium,  revised  ... 
Estonia,  revised  ... 
Czechoslovakia,  revised: 

Italy   

Germany   

Netherlands   

Finland   

Austria   

Northern  Ireland   

Eulgaria   , 

Egypt   

Total  of  countries 


Estimated  world 


Acreage 

Production 

Percent- : 

Percent- 

age : 

age 

1931-32: 

1932-33 

1932-33: 

' 1931-32: 

1932-33: 

1932-33 

is  of  : 

is  of 

1931-32: 

1931-52 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

Per  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

Per  ~ 

acres 

acres 

cent 

- 

bushels 

bushuls 

cent 

2,416 

2,087 

:  86. '4 

11,798 

•  11,841 

100.4 

8,178 

5,655 

69.1 

89,067 

52,304 

58.7 

7,574: 

7,788 

102.8 

;   

:   

:   

3,008 

3,241 

:  107.7 

•  15,C80 

:  16,440 

:  109.0 

627 

454 

72.4 

2,465 

:  2,446 

:  99.2 

443 

487 

:  109.9 

:  4,837 

:         - — 



252 

232 

92.1 

1,941 

;               -  — - 

.   

139 

99 

:  71.2 

1,003 

563 

:  56.1 

104 

:  78 

:  75.0 

:  499 

:  366 

:  73.3 

26 

:  23 

:  88.5 

;  233 

:  218 

.  93.6 

69 

:  71 

•  102.9 

:  523 

:   

:   

89 

:  61 

:  68.5 

:  932 

:   

:   

47 

:  20 

:  42.6 

:  310 

:   

:   

36 

:  21 

:  58.3 

:  326 

:  202 

:  62.0 

45 

36 

80.0 

:  253 

:  153 

:  60.5 

22 

16 

:  72.7 

:  100 

:  95 

.  95.0 

18 

•    ■  18 

100.0 

184 

:  188 

102.2 

16- 

11 

•  68.7 

:1/  130 

:l/  89 

.  68.5 

16- 

•  31.2 

138 

10 

11 

110.0 

5 

5 

100.0 

33 

:  36 

109.1 

7 

6 

:  85.7 

o 
ej 

1 

:  50.0 

:  19 

:  11 

:  57.9 

3 

:  2 

•  66.7 

:  36 

:    .  28 

•  77.8 

23,152 

_20,428 

:  88.2 

121,226 

:     84 , 980 

70.1 

23,600 

155,000 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
\J  Trade  estimate. 


FF-84 

Flaxseed : 


-  4  -  • 

Intcrnationrl  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  1929-30  to  1931-52 


Item  and  country 


Year  beginning 
_Sopt.  1 
1929-30;  3.950-31;*  T951-32 
1,000  1,000"""* 
hush els  :  tush  els 
'  67,516   ;  -73,785 
4,697   :  ;  3,504 
1,887  :  .  189 
76  : 


:  1,000 
: bushels 
:""42,-856 


Exports : 

Argentina  

India   :  :  12:,838 

Canada  '  ■  413 

Russia  and  Danube   :  76 

Total  above  exports   :  "56 ,183"  :_73,"978" 
Imports :  •  :  : 

United  States  18,249  :  9,927 

United  Kingdom  '  '  Jb01^  :  Ml?05'* 

Total  2  countries  .  .:*26,~2~63  :  '  22*,  984 
GontiiiGnt '  ;  " ;  •. 

Netherlands  "'.  ..........:  10,801 

Germany   :•  8,988 

France  7,488 

Belgium  :  5,212 

Total  4  countries  . .  ;^30>;Sp 
•   Total  above  imports  :  5*6, "752 


14,272 
12,486 
9,373 
6,049 
42,180* 
65 , 164 


■77,478 

10,948 
'.14,151 
"25t099~ 

16,450 
14,680 
9,659 
6,031 
'  46,82~6' 
"  71,919" 


Trade  in  current  season 
with  comparisons 
1951-32 


Sppt;  1 


Compiled  from  official  sources,  except  as  noted.  1/ 
30,  trade  figure's  to  date-.  2/  Official  figures  to 
to  date. 


1,000  • 

1 ,  COO 

•Vushels 

bushels 

:I.Iar. 

4  1/ 

" 38 ,156 

41,949 

:  Mar . 

4  2/ 

1 ,995 

J.  ,  ood 

:  J"  an  * 

31 

:  184 

:  364 

:Mar. 

4 



:  — 

40,315 

45,965  _ 

:  Fee . 

28 

7,191 

:  5,275 

:  Tan. 

31  ' 

5,065 

5,270 

12*256 

~~  8,545 

:  Jan. 

31 

6,672 

7,621 

:  Jan. 

31' 

4,306 

8,245 

:Dec . 

31  • 

3,679 

.  5,265 

:Dec . 

31 

1,968 

•  fL>516 

16,6  2?" 

"  21 , 6671 

27  ,  77]  " 

29 ,6425 

1932-33 


Off 
Dec 


icial  figures  to  Fovciber 
ember  31,  trade  figures 


Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets,  by  weeks  and 

by  months,  1952  and  1953 


Winnipeg 


Month  and  wouk 


:Wo.i  c. 

:193£  Y1935 
:  Dolls  :D*olls 


Jan.  - 

1st  week 

2nd  week 

3rd  week 

4th  week 
Average 
Feb.  - 

1st  week 

2nd  week 

3rd  week 

4th  week 
Average 
Mar .  - 

1st  week 

2nd  week 
__5r_d  week 
Compiled  as  follows 


.85: 
.83: 
.85: 
.35_: 
.84: 


•  oo 
.90 
._92 
".88" 


.69 

.  69 
.66 

j,  6  7 
>*68 

.65 
.65 
.65 


Minneapolis ; 

~'~~JjO*f"l 

'1932  Tl933  _ 
Dolls7DoTis" 


1.42: 

1.41;: 
1.41: 
1,38;; 
1.41; 

1.39: 
1.56: 
1.40: 
.1 .42 : 

Y.40T 

1.42: 
1.41: 


1.16 

1.18: 
1.16: 
1.13: 

1.14: 
1. 10: 
1.11: 
1.10: 
~l.Ybj 

1.03: 
1/ 


i^uenos 
Aires 

lj32*'T' 
D~ol"i"s ; 

.64: 
.61: 
.62: 
__.60_:_ 

.61: 
.61: 
.63; 
.65j 
^".6l:" 

.64: 
.65: 


:  i  .argin 
r _       _  price 
j_  ,-ijrnipcg  _ 
K*35_;  19*32*  r;1953 
bo 1 1  s  fc  ont  a  •  Oe  n  t  a 


Minneapolis 
__over  _ 
Buenos  Aires 


.61; 
.62: 
.61: 
.60: 

V6G>r 

.60: 
.60; 
.59: 
.59: 


.58 


59 
58 
56 
55 


53 
50 
50 
50 
52 

50 
46 


47  • 
49 
50 
.46- 
*48* 

49- 
45 
46 
45 


1952 
bints 

78 
80 
79 
78 

"si"" 

78 
75 
77 
77 
J79'_ 

76 
76 


1933 

55 
56 
55 
_53_ 

54 
50 
52 
51 


50 


:2A.16:  :  :__  

Minneapolis:    Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Fuc*crds,  avorc.ro  of 
daily  prices  weighted  by  car-lot  sales";  Winnipeg":    "Ca"na"dian  Groin"  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Buenos  Aires:    Review  of  t  W  River 
Plate  -  monthly  avera  ;cs,  L'ov:  York  Jpurnrd  of  Commerce  -  weekly" "aver apes", 
1/  Trading  suspended. 

2/  Throe  daily  quotations  only  -  March  16,  17  and  18. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushol  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta 

by  months,  1928-1953 


it  Hull,  England, 


Kind 
and 


La  Plata 
Flaxseed 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 

Calcutta 
Flaxseed 


1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 


Jan. 


Dolls 


1.85 
1.90 
2.22 
1.02 
.75 
.74 


2.12 
2.32 
2.58 
1.44 
.96 
.93 


Fob. 


Dolls 


1.84 
1.95 
2.12 
1.09 
.76 
.72 


2.10 
2.52 
2.34 

y 

1.00 
.89 


Mar . 


Dolls 


1.8& 
1.92 
2.06 
1.14 
.83 


2.12 
2.25 
2.20 

y 

1.08 


Apr. 


Doll: 


1.84 
1.93 
2.19 
1.09 
.74 


2.20 
2.19 
2.33 

y 

.92 


tolls 


1.97 
1.91 
2 .13 
1.04 
.71 


2.23 
2.13 
2.27 
1.26 
.86 


j  une 


Dolli 


1.92 
1.90 
2.02 
.98 
.69 


2.18 
2.11 
2.20 
1.22 


rul: 


Dolls 


1.91 
2.22 
1.84 
1.10 
.71 


2.16 
2.45 
2.01 
1.31 
.87 


Aug . 


Doll: 


1.88 
2.41 
1.91 
1.00 


2.16 
2.51 
2.15 
1.24 
.92 


Sept . 


Dolls 


1.86 
2.60 
1.72 
.89 
.61 


2.19 
2.85 
1.95 
1.12 
.98 


Oct. 


Dolls 


1.94 
2.60 
1.48 
.86 
.75 


2.26 
2.89 
1.74 
1.05 
.93 


.ov. 


Dolls 


1.96 
2.31 
1.26 
.90 
.71 


2.31 
2.80 
1.57 
1.05 
.87 


Dec . 


Dolls 


1.83 
2.33 
1.14 
.78 
.72 


2.35 
2.77 
1.55 
.95 
.91 


Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter",  monthly  prices  ore  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.    Daily  prices 
can  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the  price  at 
trie  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December  1927,  see 
"World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/  Not  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Boml-ey"  at  Bombay,  by  months,  1928-1955 


Year 

:  j  an . 

:  polls 

:Feb.  :Mar. 

•Apr. 

•May 

•June  :July 

:Aug. 

Sept . :0ct . 

:'tov.  :Dec. 

Dolls : Dolls 

Dolls" 

Dolls 

Soils : Dolls 

roll's" 

: Dolls : Dolls 

1928   

1.87 

1.83:  1.66' 

1.88 

1.95 

1.91:  1.99 

1.86 

1.87:  1.98 

:  1.96:  1.97 

1929   

1.98 

2.04:  2.02 

1.99 

1.94 

1.95:  2.11 

2.22- 

2.51:  2.50 

:  2.41:  2.37 

1950   

:  2.29- 

2.16:  2.07: 

2.11 

2.09 

2.00:14.84 

1.95 

l.«3dA»60 

:  1.42:1/1.32 

1931   

:  1.21 

1/L.35£/L.37 

Dl.31 

1.19 

.1.15:  1.20 

1.09 

.97:  .88 

:     .87:  .79 

1932   

1/.83 

.90:  .90 

.85 

.80. 

.74:  .77 

.78 

.86:  .80 

I  __._7 6j  .  76__ 

Compiled  from  "Indian  'I'rade 

Journr 

.1".     For  prices  from  June  1922-Dccoi 

tber  1927," 

see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Throe  weekly  quote t ions  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Flaxseed  prices  advanced  sharply  in  Minneapolis  upon  reopening 
of  the  market  after  the  banking  holiday  although  this  advance  was  not 
maintained.    From  $1.08  per  tushel,  the  weekly  average  price  for  the 
first  week  in  March,  the  price  advanced  to  $»X»18  upon  resumption  of 
trading  during  the  third  week,  but  declined  to  £  1.13,  the  weekly  average 
for  the  following  week,  and  decreased  further  to  v1.12  per  tushel  for 
the  last  week  of  the  month.    Since  then  prices  have  advanced  sharply 
upward  again  from  ^1.15,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in  April,  to 
$H.18  per  bushel  for  the  second  week.    This  advance  in  flaxseed  prices 
on  the  domestic  market  was  apparently  influenced  largely  ty  strengthen- 
ing developments  in  outside  markets  on  account  of  reports  about  controlled 
inflation  of  currency  in  this  country. 

Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires  have  remained 
practically  unchanged.    In  Winnipeg  the  weekly  average  price  per  bushel 
declined  from  67  cents  for  the  third  week  in  March  to  66  cents  for  the 
fourth  week,  remaining  unchanged  through  the  first  week  in  April.  Prices 
in  Buenos  Aires  showed  a  like  tendency  decreasing  from  60  cents  per 
bushel,  the  weekly  average  price  for  the  third  week  in  March,  to  58  cents 
for  the  last  week  then  advancing  to  59  cents  per  bushel  for  the  first  and 
second  weeks  of  April.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of 
Winnipeg  averaged  49  cents  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  April.  The 
spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was 
56  cents  for  the  same  week. 


The  steadiness  in  the  comparatively  low  level  of  flaxseed  prices 
in  Buenos  Aires,  which  are  quoted  at  about  the  same  level  as  last  year, 
is  rather  surprising  in  face  of  the  material  reduction  in  this  season's 
Argentine  crop  coupled  with  decreased  acreage  in  the  United  States  and 
unfavorable  crop  conditions  both  in  this  country  and  Caiiada.  However, 
this  year  Arg(..,ina  apparently  has  to  compete  with  India  on  the  flaxseed 
markets  of  the  world.    The  Indian  shipping  season  has  just  begun  and 
evidently  India  intends  to  reverse  last  year's  selling  policy  of  holding 
back  for  higher  prices.    Already  Calcutta  flaxseed  at  Hull,  England  has 
declined  from  92  cents  per  bushel  for  January  to  83  cents  for  March  and 
"Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay  has  shown  a  like  tendency,  decreasing  from  80 
cents  per  bushel  for  the  month  of  January  to  75  cents  for  February. 

Exceptionally  backward  spring  weather  in  the  Northwest,  the  main 
flax  growing  region  of  the  United  States,  has  retarded  planting  until 
recently.     Rainfall  lately  has  improved  soil  conditions,  however,  except 
in  parts  of  South  Dakota.    Heavy  rain  has  fallen  also  during  the  past 
few  weeks  in  Argentina  giving  favorable  conditions  there  for  ploughing 
for  the  next  sowings.     In  India  the  weather  is  very  favorable  for  harvest- 
ing of  the  flaxseed  crop.    Although  the  yield  of  this  year's  crop  will  be 
good,  and  production  will  equal  18,000,000  bushels,  according  to  a  trade 
report,  the  quality  suffered  somewhat  from  frost,  hail  and  drought  es- 
pecially in  Bihar  and  the  Central  Provinces. 
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The  demand  for  linseed  oil,  cake,  and  meal  both  in  the  United  States 
and  Europe  still  shows  little  improvement,  although  the  improvement  in  the 
flaxseed  market  in  this  country  stimulated  the  linseed  oil  and  meal  trade 
to  some  extent.    The  linseed  oil  trade,  however,  is  still  far  from  normal 
for  this  time  of  year  largely  on  account  of  the  backward  spring,  which  has 
delayed  painting  and  construction  over  a  wide  area.    Consumptive  demand  for 
linseed  oil  in  Europe  is  also  lacking,  with  the  demand  for  linseed  cake 
small.    Even  the  extremely  dry  weather -of  the  past  few  weeks  failed  to 
stimulate  the  demand  for  cake,  apparently  on  account  of  the  low  prices 
prevailing  for  dairy  products. 

Germany  has  endeavored  to  combat  the  low  dairy  prices  and  to  stimu- 
late the  production  and  consumption  of  domestic  butter  and  fats  by  forming 
a  German  oil  and  fats  monopoly,  which  became  effective  on  April  6.  Accord- 
ing to  the  present  restrictions  all  oilseeds,  which  are  imported  into  Germany 
for  oil  manufacture,  will  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  about  23  cents  per  ton, 
while  oilseeds  imported  for  other  purposes  will  pay  a  duty  of  v27.60  per  ton. 
Oil  imports  will  be  restricted  to  50  percent  of  the  previous  year's  imports. 
Oil  cakes  crushed  locally  also  have  a  duty  of  23  cents  imposed  but  those 
imported  from  other  countries  are  taxed  ^25.30  per  ton.    Since  the  import 
duty  on  oil  and  cake  is  so  heavy  and  the  duty  on  seed  for  crushing  is  com- 
paratively negligible,  undoubtedly  much  seed  will  be  imported  to  be  crushed 
locally.  •  Even  with  the  promised  expansion  in  the  cultivation  of  oilseeds 
in  Germany  it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  satisfy  domestic  require- 
ments.   Nevertheless  these  regulations  have  had  a  disturbing  effect  on  the 
continental  markets  and  flaxseed  stocks  have  begun  to  pile  up  in  Rotterdam. 

The  accumulation  of  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  Netherlands  ports,  however, 
is  more  largely  due  to  heavy  arrivals  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  than  to 
a  lack  of  demand.     Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  to  all  destinations 
during  the  present  export  season  are  even  larger  than  last  season,,  From 
September  1,  1932  to  April  1  of  the  present  year  Argentina  exported 
48,607,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  compared  with  46,518,000  bushels  for  the 
same  period  last  season.    On  the  other  hand,  exports  from  India  during  the 
present  season  from  September  1  to  April  1  totaled  1,738,000  bushels  against 
2,255,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    For  the  period 
from  September  1  to  February  28,  Canadian  shipments  were  heavier  than 
last  season,  having  increased  from  185,000  bushels  to  366,000  bushels  for 
the  current  season. 

The  world  takings  of  flaxseed  during  the  present  season  show  a 
substantial  increase  over  last  season.     The  total  imports  of  flaxseed  into 
the  leading  importing  countries  were  36,680,000  bushels  compared  with 
33,939,000  bushels  last  season.     Despite  this  increase  the  United  States 
imported  only  about  one  half  of  the  amount  this  year.    From  September  1 
to  March  31  of  the  present' year  the  United  States  took  4,007,000  bushels 
against  7,935,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  last  year.  Imports 
into  the  United  Kingdom  from  September  1  to  February  28  of  this  year  were 
6,514,000  bushels  compared  with  6,633,000  bushels  for  the  previous  season. 
For  the  same  months  imports  of  flaxseed  into  Netherlands  and  Germany  show 
substantial  increases,  Netherlands  importing  9,415,000  bushels  compared 
with  7,616,000  bushels  last  season  and  Germany  9,597,000  bushels  against 
5,146,000  bushels  in  the  previous  season.     During  the  period  from  September  1 
to  January  31,  1933  Belgium  also  imported  approximately  1,000,000  bushels 
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more  than  for  the  same  period  last  season.     Imports  into  Belgium  totaled 
3, £34, 000  bushels  during  the  current  season  compared  with  2,471,000  bushels 
for  the  previous  season.    The  takings  fey  France,  on  the  other  hand,  were  less 
this  season  than  last.     From  September  1  to  January  31  the  imports  of  flaxseed 
into  France  amounted  to  3,913,000  bushels  against  4,138,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  months  last  season. 


Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week 
ended  April  22,  1933  were  1,331,000  bushels  compared  with  658,000  bushels 
for  the  corresponding  week  last  year,,  and  984,000  bushels  in  1931.  Stocks 
in  store  in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  -Division  of  Canada  on  April  14 
were  1,319,394  bushels  against  1,417,822  bushels  last  year  and  2,013,266 
bushels  in  1931. 


Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 

countries,  1929-30  to  1931-32 


exporting 


Year  beginning 


Item  and  country 

Sept.  1 

with 

comparisons 

:  19 29 -30 

•1950-51 

: 19 31-32 

•  Sept 

.  1 

: 1951-32 

1952-55 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:bushels 

•bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

tushels 

Exports : 

•  42,856 

•  67,516 

•  73,785 

Apr. 

1  1/ 

46 , 518 

48,607 

•  12,838 

4,697 

•     3 , 504 

Apr. 

1  2/ 

2,255 

1,758 

413 

•  1,887 

189 

Feb . 

■28 

;  185 

:  366 

:  '76 

78 

Apr. 

•1 

Total  above  exports 

:  56,183 

•  75,978 

77,478 

48,958 

50,711 

Impo  rt  s : 

•  18,249 

.  9,927 

10,948 

Mar. 

31 

7,935 

4,007 

:  '8,014 

15,057 

14,151 

Feb.  - 

28 

6,635 

6,514 

Total  2  countries  . 

:  26,265 

22,984 

25,099' 

14,566 

10,521 

Continent 

•  10,801 

14,272 

16,450: 

Feb . 

28. 

7,616 

9,415 

:  8,988 

12,486 

14 , 680 : 

Feb. 

28^  - 

5,146: 

9,597 

•  7,488 

9,573 

9,659: 

Jan. 

31 

4,138 

5,913 

:  3,212 

•  6,049 

'  6,031 

Jan . 

31 

.  2,471 

3,254 

Total  4  countries  . 

:  30,489 

42,180 

46,820 

19,371 

26,159 

Total  above  imports 

:  56,752 

65,164 

71,9  -]  3 

35,959 

56 , 680 

Trade  in  current  seasons 


Compiled  from  official  sources,  except  as  noted. 
1/  Official  figures  to'  December  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  Official  figures  to  January  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed:    Acreage  and  production  in  countries  reporting  for 
1932-33,  annual  1931-32  to  1932-33 


Country 


:1931-32 


Acreage 


1932-33 


1,000 
acres 


2,416 


United  States   

Argentina   :  3,178 

Russia   :  7,574 

India   :  3,008 


Canada   , 

Uruguay  

Poland   , 

Lithuania  

Latvia,  revised   , 

France   , 

Rumania  , 

Morocco   , 

Hungary,'  revised 

Belgium  , 

Estonia  '  , 

Czechoslovakia  ....... 

Italy   

Germany   , 

Netherlands   

Finland  

Austria  

northern  Ireland 

Bulgaria   

Egypt  

Cyprus   

Total  of  countries 
reporting  ....... 

Estimated  world 


627 
443 
252 
139 
104 
26 
69 
89 
47 
36 
45 
22 
18 
16 
16 
10 
5 
.7 
2 
3 
3 


23,155 


1,000 
acres 

2,087 
5,655 
7,788 
3,241 
454 
487 
232 
99 
78 
23 
71 
61 
15 
21 
36 
:  16 
'  18 
1.1 
5 
11 
5 
.6 
.1 

:  !  .2 
1 


20,424 


per- 
centage 
1932-33 
is  of 

ia.gi-32 

Percent 


86.4 
69.1 

102.8 

107.7 
72.4 

109.9 
92.1 
71.2 
75.0 
88.5 

102.9 
68.5, 
31.9 
58.3 
80.0 
72.7 

100.0 
68.7 
31.2 

110.0 

100.0 
85.7 
50.0 
66.7 
33.3 


.2 


Production 


1931-32 


I,  000 
bushels 

II,  798 
89,067 

15,080 
2,465 
4,837 
1,941 
1,003 
499 
233 
525 
'.  932 
310 
326 
.  253 
.  100 

'.  184 

130 
158 

33 

19 
36 
24 


1/ 


121,250 


155,000 


1932-35 


1,000 
tushels 


11,341 
52,304 

16,440 
2,446 


563 
352 
218 


202 
155 

95 
188 

89 


1/ 


36 

11 
28 
47 


85,013 


Per- 
centage 
1932-33 

is  of 
1931-32 


Percent 


100.4 
58.7 

109.0 
99.2 


56.1 
70.5 
93.6 


62.0 
60.5 
95.0 
102.2 
68.5 


109.1 

57.9 
77.8 
19.6 


70.1 


-JiiL^L1-  :   25,600  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of 

Agriculture. 
1/  Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets, 
by  weeks  and  by  months,  1932  and  1933 


Month  and  • 
week  ' 

Winnipeg 

Minneapolis 

Buenos 
Aires' 

Mar.g 

in  of  Minneapolis 
price  over 

No.  1  N.W.C,  : 

.  0. 

1  : 

Winnipeg  : 

Buenos 

Aires 

_ 1932_: 

1935  ; 

1958  _: 

_1955  J 

1932  : 

1933  : 

:  1932 

1933  : 

■1932  : 

1935 

Dolls. : 

Dolls . : 

Dolls.  : 

Dolls. : 

Dolls..  : 

Dolls . : 

■   UGTiXS  . 

L  o  J 1  UP  • 

Cents : 

Certs 

Jan.  : 

1st  week  : 

dllQ.  . 

3rd    "  : 
4th    "  : 

0.83 
.83  •: 
.85  •: 
.85  : 

0.69  : 
.69  : 
.66  : 
.67  : 

.  1.42: 
1.41: 
1.41: 
1.38: 

1.16.: 
1.18.: 
1.16: 
1.13: 

0.64  : 
.61  : 
.62  : 
.60  : 

0.61  : 
.62  : 
.61  : 
.60  : 

59  ': 
58  : 
56  : 
53  : 

47  : 

49  : 

50  : 
46  : 

78  : 
80  : 
■  79  : 
78  : 

55 
56 
55 
53 

Average  : 
Neb .  : 
1st  week 
2nd  !■ 

oru. 

A  +  V»  H 

".84  ': 

__._6_8__: 

. 1.41: 

1.16: 

.60  : 

.60  : 

57  : 

48  : 

81  : 

__5_6_  

.86  •: 
•  .85 
:  .90 

.92 

,65  : 
,65 
.65 
.65 

.  1 .39 : 
,1.36 
1.40 
1.42 

1 .11 
1.10 

1.11 

1.10 

.61  • 
.61 
.63 
:     •  do 

.  DO 

.60 
.59 
.  o» 

DO 

50  • 
■  50 

4-Q 

45 
46  • 
45 

78  : 
75  : 
77  : 
77 

54 
50 
52 
51 

Average 
Liar . 

1  c?  "f"     ntAA \r 

2nd  " 
3rd  n 
4th  " 
•  5th  " 

•  .88 

.65 

1 .40 

1  .10 

:  .61 

.59 

.  52 

45 

79 

51 

:  .92 
:  .93 
:  .90 
:  .88 
:  .90 

:  .65 

:  .67 
:     .  66 
:  .66 

:  1.42 
:  1.41 
:  1.43 
:  1.38 
:  1.36 

:  1.08 

:  V 
: 2/1.18 

:  1.13 
:  1.12 

:  .64 
:  .65 
:  .64 
:  .63 
:  .62 

:  .58 
:  .59 
:  .60 
:  .59 
:  .58 

:  50 
:  48 
:  53 
:  50 
:  46 

:  43 

:  51 
:  47 
:  46 

:  78 
:  76 
:  79 
:  75 
:  74 

50 

:  58 
:  54 
:  54 

Average 

:  .21 

:     .66  _ 

:_  1,40 

L_JU13_ 

:     .  62 

:     3/  _ 

:  49 

:  45 

:  78 

Apr. 

1st  week 
2nd  " 

:  .90 
:  .90 

:  .66 

:  1.35 
:  1.37 

:  1.15 
:  1.18 

:  .62 
:  .62 

:  .59 
:  .59 

:  45 
:  47 

:  49 

:  73 
:  75 

:  56 
:  59 

Compiled  as  follows:  Minneapolis:  Minneapolis  Daily  jjgke_t  Records  -  Average 
of  daily  prices  weighted  by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statist! 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 

1/  Trading  suspended. 

2/  Three  daily  quotations  only  March  16,  17  and  IP.  . 
3_/  Not  available.  : 


FF-85  _  a  _ 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  end  Calcutta  at 
Hull,  England,  Try  months,  1928-1933 


Kind  and 
year 


La  Plata 


1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
Calcutta 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 


Jan. 


Dolls 


1.85 
1.90 
2.22 
1.02 
.75 
•  .74 

2.12 
2.32 
2.58 
1.44 
.96 
.93 


Feb. 


Dolls 


1.84 
lc93 
2.12 
1.09 
.76 
.72 

2.10 
2.52 
2.34 

y 

1.00 

.89 


Mar . 
Doll's" 

1.88 
1.92 
2.06 
1.14 
.83 
.71 

2.12 
2.25 
2.20 

y 

1.08 

33 


Apr, 


Dolls 

1.84 
1.93 
2.19 
1.09 
.74 


2.20 
2.19 
2.33 

y 

.92 


Way 


Dolls 


1.97 
1.91 
2  .13 
1.04 
.71 


2.23 
2.13 
2.27 
1.26 
.86 


June 


polls 

1.92 
1.90 
2.02 
.98 
.69 


2.18 
2.11 
2.20 
1.22 
.85 


July 


polls 

1.91 
2.22 
1.84 
1.10 
'  .71 


2.16 
2.45 
2.01 
1.31 
.87 


Aug. :* Sept . 


Dolls,:  Dolls 


1.88: 
2.41: 
1.91: 
1.00: 
'*  .73: 


1.86 
2.80 
1.72 
.89 
.81 


2.16:  2.19 

2.51:  2.85 

2.15:  1.95 

1.24:  1.12 

'  .92:  .98 


Oct. 


Dolls 


1.94 
2.60 
1.46 
.86 
.75 


2.26 
2.89 
1.74 
1.05 


Dov. 


Dolls 


1.96 
2.31 
1.26 
.90 
.71 


2.31 
2.80 
1.57 
1.05 
.87 


Dec . 


Dolls 


1.83 
2.33 
1.14 
.78 
.72 


2.33 
2.77 
1.55 
.93 
.91 


nd  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil" 


Compiled  from  "Oil  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  ai 
Reporter",  monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  Leu  York  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December 
1927  see  "world  Flaxseed  Prospects1',  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/  Dot  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months,  1928-1932 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:Feb. 

:Mar. 
•DolTs* 

:Apr . 

:  May  :June 

:July 

:Aug. 

:Sept . 

:0ct. 

:Dov. 

:Dec. 

Dolls 

JpoIYs" 

Dolls 

Dolls : Dolls 

: Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

■Dolls 

•Dolls 

1928  .. 

1.87 

1.83 

:  1.66 

•  1.88 

1.95:  1.91 

:  1.99 

1.86 

1.87 

1.98 

1.96 

1.97 

1929  ... 

1.98: 

2.04 

:  2.02 

1.99: 

1.94:  1.93 

2.11 

2.22 

2.51 

2.50 

2.41 

2.37 

1930  ..; 

2.29: 

2.16 

:  2.07 

2.11; 

2.09:  2.00: 

1A.84; 

1.95 

1.83: 

1/160. 

1.42 

1/L32 

1931  ..: 

1.21: 

1/1.35 

:2/L37 

1/L31: 

1.19:  1.15 

1.20: 

1.09: 

.97 

.88; 

.87: 

.79 

1932  ..: 

1/.83: 

.90 

:  .90: 

.83: 

.80:  .74: 

.77: 

.78: 

.88: 

.80; 

.76 

.76 

1933  • . ; 

1/.80: 

.75 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices  from  Julie  1922-Deccmrer  19277 

see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1950. 
1/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics      I  LIBRARY 
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XJ.  S.D^artment  of  Agriculture 

WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Present  indications  poiib  to  a  still  further  re<Lc±A©n^i*-"U«=  wurld 
flaxseed  acreage  for  the  coming  crop  year.    According  to  the  July  1  estimate 
the  flaxseed  acreage  in  the  Unr'.ted  states  for  the  current  year  is  the  smallest 
for  the  past  10  years  and  is  e;t  imaged  at  1,755,000  acres  compared  with  the 
revised  estimate  of  2,081,000    .cres  harvested  last  year  and  3,736,000  acres 
in  1930.    The  unseasonably  hot    dry.  weather  of  June  damaged  the  crop^o  such 
an  extent  that  the  condition  ■   I  July  1  was  only  53.4  percent,  which  is  the 
lowest  on  record.    Ihia  deter:'  .ration  of  the  crop  was  especially  marked  in 
the  Lakotas  and  Montana.    Eve    before  July  1  there  had  been  much  widespread 
abandonment  of  flaxseed  acre;  £ i  .;.n  South  Dakota. 

In  "both  North  Dakota   i:  5  South  Dakota  there  is  an  increasing  menace 
from  grasshoppers,  which  thi 2  tons  still  further  damage  to  the  crop.  Accord- 
ing to  present  indications  ih    production  this  year  will  he  9,185,000  "bushels, 
which  is  2,602,000  bushels  If  je  than  the  small  crop  of  last  year.  Climatic 
and  soil  conditions  are  much  she  same  in  the  flax  producing  regions  of  Canada. 
The  limited  rainfall  during  tno  month  of  June  in  eastern  Canada  and  the 
Prairie  Provinces  reduced  crop  prospects  for  flaxseed  considerably  below 
average,  according  go  tha  2a':;ost  official  information.    The  condition  of  flax- 
seed at  the  end  of  June  is  reported  at  69  percent  of  normal.    Undoubtedly  the 
dryness  of  the  present  mon  ;1-  will  further  reduce  the  preliminary  estimate,  for 
this  year  of  384,000  acres,  Which  was  well  below  453,700  acres  harvested  last 
year  and  627,430  acres  in 

.    Russia,  one  of  the  ".  truest  producers  of  flaxseed,  has  issued  a  report 
of  the  flax  acreage  ylanred  for  the  coming  year.    According  to  the  estimate 
7,082,000  acres  were  sown  this  spring  compared  with  7,781,000  acres  sown 
last  year.    In  Argentina,  which  is  the  main  source  of  the  world's  supply  of 
flaxseed,  weather  and  soil  conditions  are  especially  favorable  at  present 
for  ploughing  and  sowing  of  the  new  crop.    It  is  still  too  early  to  obtain 
a  forecast  of  thfj  area  to  be  planted  to  flaxseed  this  season;  but  with 
better  prices  prevailing  at  present  and  the  low  price  of  labor,  it  is  probable 
an  average  acreage  will  be  plaonted. 

•The  first  official  estimate  of  the  production  of  flaxseed  in  India 
for  the  curror.o  season  is  16,120,000  bushels  compared  with  the  revised  esti- 
mate for  last  season  of  15,640,000  bushels.    Although,  according  to  present 
indications,  the  output  this  year  will  be  about  500,000  bushels  less  than 
last  year,  it  will  still  exceed  the  amount  produced  during  the  4  previous 
years.    According  to  the  latest  estimate  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed  this 
season  is  3,239,000  acres,  which  is  well  above  the  March  estimate  of 
2,649,000  acres.    The  revised  estimate  for  last  season's  flaxseed  acreage 
is  3,301,000  acres. 

Many  of  the  smaller  flax-producing  countries  of  the  world  also  are 
rcdaicing  acreage  this  year.    The  area  under  flax  in  Belgium  has  been  reduced 
from  36,000  acres  last  year  to  21,000  this  year  and  the  situation  in  the 
flax  districts  is  reported  to  be  critical.    In  Irish  Free  State  weather 
and  soil  conditions  wore  especially  favorable  for  the  sowing  of  this  season's 
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crop.    But,  on  account  of  the  poor  demand  for  last  season's  crop,  the  area 
sown  is  reported  to  be  even  smaller  than  last  year,  which  up  to  that  time 
was  the  smallest  on  record.     In  northern  Ireland  for  the  past  few  years 
there  has  "been  a  continuous  decline  in  the  area  planted  to  flaxseed,  which 
in  1932  appeared  to  have  gone  cut  of  rotation  in  many  flax-growing  districts. 
This  season,  owing  to  the  very  low  prices  obtained  for  potatoes  and  oats 
last  season,  much  of  the  land  planted  to  these  crops  is  reported  to  be 
seeded  to  flax.     In  France  and  Latvia  the  flaxseed,  acreage  also  shows 
a  reduction  this  year  in  spite  of  favorable  weather  conditions  during  the 
planting  season  and  the  aid  given  by  their  respective  Governments.  The 
French  Government  continues  to  maintain  a  premium  for  flax-growing  and  the 
improvement  of  the  flax. market,  while  in  Latvia  the  Government  has  approved 
an  increase  in  the  purchasing  prices  for  flax  of  the  19L"3  crop  to  be  paid 
to  growers  and  fixed  by  regulation.    In  addition  the  Government  will  also 
pay  the  growers  a  bonus  for  flax  delivered  to  the  flax  monopoly. 

Flaxseed  prices  advanced  sharply  in  the  three  leading  world  markets, 
Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  during  June  and  the  early  part  of 
July,  apparently  reflecting  the  upward  trend  of  grain  prices,  improved 
business  conditions  and  prospects  for  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  world 
acreage  of  flaxseed  during  the  coming  crop  season.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in 
Minneapolis  increased  from  an  average  of  §1.58  per  bushel  for  the  first 
week  in  June  to  $51,96  for  the  first  week  in  July,  which  is  the  highest 
weekly  average  since  the  second  week  of  September  1930.    Prices  of 
flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend  advancing  from  $1,13  per 
bushel,  the  first  week  in  Juno,  to  $1.43  for  the  fourth  week.  Nearby 
futures  in  Buenos  Aires  moved  upward  from  86  cents  per  bushel,  the  first 
week  in  June  to  $1.15  for  the  first  week  in  July,  which  was  the  highest 
since  October  1930.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  prices  at 
Winnipeg  averaged  49  cents  for  the  last  week  in  June.    For  the  first  week 
in  July  the  spread  between  Minneapolis  and  Buenos  Aires  prices  was  83  cents. 
For  the  month  of  June  the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was 
$1.72  compared  with  $1.05  for  the  same  month  of  1932,  and  $1.43  for  May 
1933.    The  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $1.21  against 
96  cents  for  the  previous  month  and  62  cents  for  June  1932.    Prices  of 
La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at  Hull,  England  also  advanced  sharply 
during  May.    La  Plata  flaxseed  advanced  from  74  cents  per. bushel  for 
April  to  92  cents  for  May  which  was  the  highest  since  August  1931,  and 
Calcutta  from  86  cents  per  bushel  to  $1.06  during  the  same  period  thereby 
reaching  the  highest  point  since  March  1932,    The  price  of  "Bold  Bombay" 
at  Bombay  showed  a  similar  trend  advancing  from  70  cents  for  the  month 
of  April  to  78  cents  for  May  1933, 

The  recent  restrictions  by  Germany  on  imports  of  vegetable  oils 
and  fats  have  increased  requirements  of  flaxseed  for  crushing  purposes. 
This  increase,  however,  must  necessarily  be  counterbalanced  by  a  decrease 
in  the  demand  for  flaxseed  by  Netherlands  and  Belgium,  since  'these 
countries  were  the  leading  exporters  of  linseed  oil  to  Germany. 

The  demand  for  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  continues  below 
normal  since  building  construction  is  still  on  c  low  level.  Painting 
operations  are  reported  to  be  much  better  at  present  than  in  recent 
previous  years.    The  demand  for  linseed  meal  has  improved  somewhat  on 
account  of  better  prices  prevailing  for  buttorfat  and  the  advance  in 
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grr.in  and  feed  prices.    The  demand  fcr  linseed  cake  in  Europe  has 
diminished  as  is  customary  at  this  period  of  the  year  when  grass  is 
plentiful •  . 

The  consumption  of  linseed  oil'  in  the  United  States  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year  -was  drastically  reduced.    According  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  only  39,021,214  pounds  were  consumed  against 
59,166,66&  pounds"  for  the  same  quarter  last  year -and  74,091,829  pounds  m 
1931.    The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushings-  in  the  United  States 
from  January  1  to  March  31  of  this  year  was  4,365,000  hushels  compared  with 
5,393,000'  bushe Is  during  the  corresponding  months  last  year  and  6,571,000 
hushels  in  the  seme  months  of  1931.    The'  total  factory  and  warehouse  stocks 
of  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  on  March  31,  1933  wore  141,104,856 
pounds  compared  with  1C- 5,424, 176  pounds  on  the  corresponding  date  of  the 
previous  year  and  113,191,578  pounds  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of 
1931.  | 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  on  July  15  wore 
963,000  hushels  compared  with  949,000  hushels  for  the  corresponding  date 
last  year  and  814.000  in  1931.    'Stocks  in  store  in  the  Western  Grain 
Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  June  30  were  1,085,053  hushels  against 

I,  335,146  last  year  and  1,170,756  in  1931.  The  stocks  of  seed  at  present 
in  Europe  are  much  smaller  than  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  the  recent 
heavy  accumulation  of  stocks  in  Rotterdam  is  practically  liquidated. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  so  far  this  season  have  been 
well  maintained  considering  the  drastic  curtailment  in  this  season's 
flaxseed  crop.    Prom  September  1  to  June  24,  the  total  clearances  were 
60,244,000  bushels  compared  with  62,494,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  ago.    During  the  Indian  export  season  from  April  1,  1932 
to  March  31,  1935  India  exported  only  2,887,600  bushels  compared  with 
4,811,320  for  the  previous  season  and  10,271,960  bushels  during  the 
1930-31  season.  '  During  the  Canadian  export  season  from  September  1  to 
May  31,  Canada  shipped  593,000  bushels  or  three  times  the  amount  exported 
last  season. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  both  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Kingdom  have  been  less  this  season  than  last.    This  is  especially  true 
of  the  United  States,  which  has  imported  to  date  approximately  5,000,000 
bushels  less  than  a  year  ago.    Prom  September  1,  1932  to  May  31,  1933 
this  country  imported  only  5,034,000  bushels  compared  with  10,315,000 
bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  season.    For  the  same 
period  of  the  present  year  imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  Kingdom 
totaled  9,254,000  bushels  against  10,583,000  bushels  last  season.  The 
takings  of  the  other  large  importing  countries  especially  Germany  have 
been  materially  larger  this  year  than  last.    During  the  period  from 
September  1  to  April  30  of  the  present  year  Netherlands,  France  and  Belgium 
imported  11,938,000  bushels,  7,189,000  and  5, 234, 000,  respectively,  against 

II,  052,000  bushels,  6,551,000  and  3,950,000  for  the  same  period  last 
season.    Germany  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  4,000,000  bushels  for 
the  period  from  September  1  to  May  31,  importing  14,246,000  bushels  this 
season  against  10,072,000  bushels  last  season. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  1929-30  to  1931-52 


Item  and  country 


Exports: 

Argentina   

India  . 

Canada  „ 

Russia  and  Danube 
Total  above 

exports   

Imports: 
United  States  • . • 
United  Kingdom  . . 
Total  2  coun- 
tries   

Continent 

He the r lands  •  

Cermany  

Fi^ 3.nc ©  ••••••••••• 

Belgium  .. 

Total  4  coun- 
tries   

Total  above 
imports  .... 


•  *  •  •  • 


Year  beginning  Sept.  1 


1929-30 


1,000 

bushels 


42,856 
1'2;  838 
413 
76 


JL6JL183 

18, 249 
8,014 


26,263 


10,801 
8,988 
7,488 
g»  212 

30,489 


56,752 


1930-31 


1,000 

bushels 


67,316 
4,697 
1,887 

78 


73,978 


9,927 
13,057 


22,984 


14,272 
12,486 
9,373 
6,049 


42,180 


65,164 


1931-52 


1 , 000 

bushels 


75,785 
5,504 
189 


77,478 


10,948 
14,151 


25,099 


16,450 
14,680 
9,659 
6,051 


46,820 


71,919 


Trade  in  current  seasons 
with  conroarisons 


Sept.  1 


June  24  l/ 

June  24  zj 

May  51 

June  24 


May 
May 


31 
31 


Apr , 
May 
Apr , 
Apr. 


30 
31 

30 
30 


1931-32 


1,000 

bushels 


62,494 
3,083 
189 


65,756 


10,315 
10,585 


10 f  898 


11,052 
10,072 
6,551 
3,950 


52,525 


1952-55 


1,000 

bushels 


60,244 
5,556 

595 


64,195 

5,054 
9,254 


14,288 


11,958 
14, 246 
7,189 
5,254 


58,607 


52,895 


Compiled  from  official  sources,  except  as  noted, 

l/  Official  figures  to  December  51,  trade  figures  to  date. 

2/  Official  figures  to  April  50,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed:    Acreage  and  production  in  countries  reporting  for  1932-33, 

annual  1931-52  to  1932-33 


Jountry 


•  •  •  •  • 


od 


United  Stat< 

revised  . 
Argentina 
Russia,  revised 
India,  revil 
Canada  . . , 
Uruguay  . , 
Poland  . . 
Lithuania 
Latvia 
France  . . , 
Rumania,  revised  , 
Llorocco,  revised  . 
Hungary,  revised  , 

Belgium  , 

Estonia   , 

Czechoslovakia  . . 

Italy  , 

Germany  , 

Netherlands  ...... 

Finland   

A.ix o "t v x ••••••••• 

Northern  Ireland 

Bulgaria   

Egypt   , 

Total  of  count rie: 

reporting   

Estimated  world 

total   


Acreage 


Production 


Percent-: 

"O    v»  r*  o  "vn  "r 

!      age  : 

^1  —  ^9  i 

Ol— 0<i ! 

1  O  "7  9  _  "7 
±y  OC- DO 

,  x  ;>  <j  <c  «j«^>  ■ 

1  Q  32—33 

Jl.  J  *J  C^>      U  *J 

;      1 S   0 1 

TO  Of* 

1  Q'TI  -.'7.9 
J.  SOI" DC 

aa  r  "c 

i    r  aa 
1,  'oUU 

~\      A 1  1 A 

,  1,UUD 

,  i  j  l  ju  : 

,cres 

acres  : 

,  Percent  : 

:  "bushels 

: bushels: 

9    A1  A 
,  "iJLD 

9  ART 

i             DO  •  JL 

.    11    70  R 

.    1  1    R:11  . 

!     X  X  ,  O-jrX  , 

i  no  4 

0,1 (O! 

b,  b OD 

AO.  1 

•    wG    AA  7 

:  o  j  ,  uo-/ 

.    r;9  ^nA 
;    D£,  OU'ir 

ri  nn-\ 
I  ,  I  ol 

T  AO  9 

i     OD  P.AA, 

I  <cb,DOJ' 

o, UUa | 

D,  301 

:    ioy  •  ( 

!   1 b,  UoU 

"1  A    C  A  A 

!  Xb,o4U 

Od  ( 

:  4d4: 

:  7t,,4 

;     2,46  b 

!      2 , 44o 

QO  9 

;      yy .  & 

443 

!  542: 

:  77.2 

:    4, 841 

;     1 ,  49  3 

:  ou.b 

252: 

232' 

!  92,1 

:  1,941 

159: 

:  99 

!  71.2 

:  1,003 

5  5b3- 

Db  •  1 

104 

t  /a; 

:  /5.0 

/inn 

:  4y9 

(7CO 

7  A  P. 

•  26  j 

i  23: 

:  88.5 

l  23o 

!  2x8 

:      9  «j  •  b 

69 

!  54 

:  78.3 

!  523 

: 

89 

:  53 

{  59.6 

{  932 

:  369 

f-7  r\  {* 

:  39.6 

44 

s  15: 

!          «j4  .  1 

!  310 

5  95 

:  ^0.6 

36: 

:  21 

i  58.3 

:  326 

s  202 

:  62.0 

45 

:  36 

!  80.0 

!  253 

!  153 

:  60.5 

22: 

:  16 

:  72.7 

!  100 

:  95 

:  95.0 

18 

:  18 

:  100.0 

:  184 

:  188 

;  102.2 

16 

:  11 

5  63.7 

l/  130 

:  l/  89 

:  66.5 

16 

1                L : 

31.2 

:  138 

10 

!  11 

:  110.0 

p , 

.       '  5 

:  100.0 

:  od 

j  56. 

,  109.1 

7 

;  6 

:  85.7 

2 

:  1 

!  50.0 

!  19 

:  11: 

57.9 

3 

:  2 

!  66.7 

:  36 

:  28: 

77.8 

3,149 

:  20,300 

}  87.7 

,127,309 

:  87,123: 

68.4 

3,600, 

.157,500. 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of 
Agriculture, 
l/  Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets, 
by  weQks  and  month::,  1932  and  1933 


Month 

and 
week 

[  Winnipeg 

[  Minneapolis 

Bueno  s 

Margin  of  l 
1  price 

lirmea  polis 
>  over 

No.  1  N.V/.C. 

5        No.  ]  : 

:      Aires  : 

Y/irudpog  : 

Buenos  Aires 

1932 

L  1933 

.     "1  Q O 

:  1933'  i 

1932 

\  1.935  i 

:  1932  : 

1933  : 

1932 

1955 

Dolls. 

:  Do  11  s. 

1       1    -  - 

tDolls • 

Dulls. 

Dolls. - 

polls . 

:  Cents, 

Cent si 

Cents 

Cents 

Jan.  « 

- — — — 

■  ■  ■  — 

let  week  : 

0.83 

:  0.69 

:  1.42 

:  1.16 

0  .64 

:  0.61 

:'     59  • 

:     47  j 

78 

2nd    »  : 

.83 

:  .69 

:  1.41: 

:  1.18 

:     '  .61 

:  .62 

:  58 

:      49  : 

80  : 

\      56  I 

3rd    "  : 

.85: 

:  .56 

:  1.41 

:  1.16: 

.62 

::  .61 

:  '    56  • 

:      50  : 

79  . 

:  55 

4th    "  •  j 

.85 

s  .67 

;     1 .30 

1.13 

:  .60 

:.  .60 

!  53 

:      46  : 

78  . 

:  53 

Av •   . .  .  ; 

•  84s 

.68 

:  1.41 

1.16 

:  .60 

:  .50 

s      5  / 

!      48  : 

81 

i  56 

Feb.  < 

1st  week  : 

.86 

!  .65 

:  1.39 

:  1.14- 

:  .61 

:  .60 

i  55 

t  .    49  • 

:  78 

5  54 

2nd    "  • 

■  .86- 

1  .65 

:  1.36 

:  1.10 

5  .61 

:'  .60 

i  50 

5    •  45 

:  75 

:  50 

3rd    "  •- 

:  .90; 

.65 

1  1.40 

'  1.11 

:  .63 

:'  .59 

:    -  50 

:  - ■  46  ■ : 

77 

:  52 

4th    «  j 

.92 

.65 

:  1.42 

;  1.10: 

:  :.65 

:■  .-59 

:  -50 

:  •  •  -45  : 

77 

:  51 

Av .   . . .  ; 

.88 

!    '  .65 

;  1.40 

;  1.10 

;  .61 

!  52 

:  45 

:  79 

:  51 

Mar .  • 

:  | 

1st  week  : 

.92 

!  .65 

5  1.42 

:  1.08 

;        .  64 

!  .58 

:  '  50 

:      43  : 

-  78 

:  50 

2nd  .»»  >\ 

.93j 

:  1.41 

!  1/ 

:  .65 

:  .59 

:  '  48 

►              .11  i 

76 

,   

3rd    "  : 

.90« 

:  .67 

:     1 .43 

,2/1.18: 

.64- 

i  .60 

:     -53  , 

:  ■  51 

: .  79 

:  58 

4th    "  s 

.88 

:  .66 

:  1.38: 

,  1.13. 

:  .65 

>  'r>Q 

:  50 

i      47  : 

:      75  • 

:      54  ] 

5th  y  : 

.90, 

i  .66 

:  1.36 

,  1.12 

:  .62: 

t  .58 

:  46 

:  •  45  : 

f  "  74 

l  54 

Av .    . . .  ! 

.91! 

,  .66 

:  1.40: 

1 .13 

:  .52. 

t  .59 

:  •  •  49  : 

:  •  45  : 

78 

•       6^-  1 

Apr.  i 

1st  week  : 

.90 

:  .66 

:  1.35 

:  1.15: 

.62: 

:  .59 

:  •  ■  45  : 

:   .  49  . 

73 

!  56 

2nd    "  : 

.90 

:  .69 

S  1.0/ 

:     1  .18 

:  .52: 

:  .59 

:  •  •  47 

:      49  : 

75 

:  59 

3rd    "  ! 

i  .90: 

:  .74 

:  1.35: 

1.25: 

:  .61: 

:  .62 

:      45  , 

:      51.  : 

74  . 

:      65  1 

4th    "  j 

.84- 

:   '  .77 

:  1.34, 

1.38: 

•  GO- 

.70 

: .  •    50  , 

:    .  61  : 

74 

:  58 

Av .  . . . ; 

.88: 

:  ;  .71 

:  1.35: 

1.28, 

.50 

:  .62 

:    •  47-  : 

57  : 

75  : 

:  66 

May  ! 

1st  week  : 

.76: 

.89 

;  1.30: 

1.41 

.50- 

:  .76 

.  •    54  : 

■  .    52  : 

72  : 

65  j 

2nd    »  j 

.75: 

.92 

:  1.28- 

,  1.43. 

:  .59: 

:  .79 

:•     53  : 

.      51  : 

69 

:      64  J 

3rd    "  : 

.73: 

:  .94 

:  1.17, 

:  1.42 

:      .  58 : 

.78: 

:  •  44 

:  •  .  •  48  j 

59 

64l 

4th    "  s 

.73: 

1.02 

:  1.19 

•  1.44: 

.58 

:  .78: 

:      46  : 

42  i 

61  : 

66 

5th    "  j 

'  *70: 

.  1.15 

:  1.15: 

1.58 

:  .58. 

:  .86 

:  ■    45  : 

:      43  : 

57  : 

72 1 

Av .  . . . : 

.74: 

.96 

\  1.21: 

1.43; 

.57: 

.77 

:  ■    47  : 

.  .  .  47  «. 

64  : 

66  | 

June  ! 

1st  week  : 

1.13 

:  1.06 

1.58; 

.58: 

:  .86: 

44  : 

:      45  : 

18  : 

72 

2nd    »  : 

.61: 

1.15 

:  1.04s 

1.67: 

.57: 

.90: 

43  j 

52  : 

47  j 

77  j 

3rd    »  ; 

.61: 

3/1.20 

:  1.04: 

1.78 

:  .57: 

.94 

:     43  : 

58  : 

47  : 

84  1 

4th    "  j 

.60: 

:  1.02: 

1.92: 

.56: 

1.05: 

.   •  42  : 

.  49  .: 

46  : 

871 

Av .  . . . : 

.62: 

1.21 

:  1.05: 

1.72: 

4/  : 

43  : 

51  : 

July  : 

1st  week  : 

:  1.01: 

1.96: 

:  .58: 

1.13: 

43  : 

83  . 

Cans  -.lien  Grain  Statist  ics, 
"Review  of  the  River 


"Compiled  as  follows:    MleuieTpTlilf:    Miruleapolis  Daily  Market  Records  -  Average 
daily  prices  weighted  by  car-lot  sales;  V/innipe g : 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Duenos  Aires: 

Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Few  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 
l/  Trading  suspended.    2/  Three  daily" qv.ot .;t"i ona  only,  March  16,  17,  and  18. 
3/  Five  daily  quotations  only.    4/  Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  at  Hull,  England,  by- 
months,  1928  to  1933 


vina  ana 

Feb. 

July 

Sept . 

Dec. 

year 

Jan. 

]  Mar. 

!  Apr. 

!  May 

'  June 

!  Aug. 

Oct. 

Nov . 

Las  x^j.axa 

,  JJ011S 

T\r\  lie. 

,  DO  -L-LS 

DO  J.1S 

.DOllS 

JO  XlS 

T\r\  lie. 

.  do lis 

T\r\  1   1  r. 
.  JJO  IIS 

T\~  lie. 

JJO  IIS 

T\r\  1  1  o 

JJO  IIS 

TV-i  1  1  c 

JJO  ±±s 

Vir\  lie 

JJO  lib 

TV)  1  1  q 
DU  J--LiD 

flax- 

seed 

1928 

1.85 

1.84 

1.83 

1.84 

1.97 

:  1.92 

1.91 

1.88 

1.86 

1 .94 

.  1.9S 

:  1.83 

1929 

1.90 

1.93 

1.92 

1.93 

.  1.91 

:  1.90 

2  .22 

,  2 .41 

:  2.80 

,  2 .60 

2  .31 

2  .33 

1930 

2.12 

2.06 

2.19 

2  .13 

2.02 

1.84 

1 .91 

1.72 

1 .48 

1 .26 

1.14 

1  Art  T 

1931 

1.02 

1.09 

1 .14 

]i.0S 

1.04 

.98 

1.10 

1.00 

.89 

.86 

.90 

.78 

19  32 

.75 

.76 

:  .83 

.74 

.71 

.69 

.71 

.73 

.81 

.75 

.71 

.72 

1933 

.74 

.72 

•73 

.74 

.92 

Calcutta: 

flaxseed : 

1928  : 

2.12 

2*10 : 

2.12: 

2.20 

2  .23 

2.18 

2.16 

2.16 

2.19 

.  2.26 

'  2.31 

:  2.33 

1929  . 

2.32 

?  ^5 

2.19 

£.13 

2.11 

2.45 

2.51 

2.85 

2.89 

2.80 

2.77 

1930 

2.58 

2.34 

2.20 

2.33 

2.27 

2.20 

2.01 

2  .15 

1.95 

1.74 

.  1.57 

1.55 

1931 

1.44 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

.  1.26 

1.22 

1.31 

.  1.24 

1.12 

1.05 

1.05 

.93 

1932 

.96 

1.00 

1.08 

.92 

.86 

.85 

.87: 

.92 

.93 

.93. 

.87 

.  .91 

1933 

.93 

.89 

.85 

.86 

1.06 

Compiled  from  H©il,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and 
Oil  Reporter",    Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the  pric< 
at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December  1927  see 
"World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/  Not  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Fold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months 

1928  to  1933 


Year 

Jan . \  Feb . 

Mar . 

Apr . \  May  \  June 

!  July 

\  Aug. j Sept.]  Oct. 

\  Nov. 

\  Dec. 

Dolls: Do lis 

Dolls 

Dolls:Dolls : Do lis 

.Dolls 

Dolls : Do lis : Dolls 

:  Dolls 

: Do  lis 

1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 

:  1.87:  1.83 
1.98:  2.04 
2.29:  2.16 
1.21J/1.35 
1/  .83:  .90 
:l/.80:  .75 

.  1.66 
2.02 
2.07 
2/1.37 
.90 
.70 

1.88:  1.95:  1.91 
1.99:  1.94:  1.93 
2.11:  2.09:  2.00 
V'1.31:  1.19:  1.15 
.83:     .80:  .74 
.70:1/. 73:  : 

1.99 
2.11 
1/L.84 
1.20 
.77 

1.86:  1.87:  1.98 
2.22:  2.51:  2.50 
1.95:  1.83:0/1.60 
1.09:     .97:  .88 
.78:     .88:  .80 

1.96 
2.41 
1.42. 
.87: 
.76: 

:  1.97 
2.37 

Jvl.32 
.79 
.76 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".     For  prices  from  June  1922  -  December 


1927,  see  "?.'orld  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Three  Friday  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Washington  !    [_  !  [3  R  A  R  Y 

fa  u.  Q  6  i  V'  &  O 

EF-87  •  acptemicr  30,  1933  , 

WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Present  indications  are  that  the  1933-34  world  flaxseed  crop  will  "be 
even  less  than  last  year's  small  crop  of  89,033,000  bushels**     In  such  large 
producing  countries  as  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  to  a  less  degree 
in  India,  the  production  is  undoubtedly  considerably  smaller  than  last  year. 
According  to  present  indications  there  will  also  be  a  reduction  this  year  in 
the  Argentine  and  Russian  output  of  flaxseed,  while  in  many  of  the  smaller 
producing  countries  marked  decreases  have  also  occurred.    On  September  1,  the 
United  States  crop  was  estimated  at  7,009,000  bushels,  a  decline  of  about  10 
percent  from  the  preliminary  estimate  of  last  month,  and  about  4,800,000 
bushels  less  than  last  year's  sma.ll  crop  of  11,787,000  bushels.    According  to 
present  indications  the  crop  this  year  will  be  the  smallest  since  the  year 
1919.    Although  reduced  acreage  is  partly  responsible  for  the  decrease, 
continued  dry  weather  in  a  large  part  of  the  important  flaxseed  producing  belt 
coupled  with  damage  by  grasshoppers  are  the  main  contributing  factors. 

Flaxseed  production  in  Canada  has  also  been  drastically  reduced  this 
year.    On  an  area  of  243,000  acres,  the  smallest  since  1909,   the  average  yield 
per  acre  is  estimated  at  3.1  bushels  compared  with  5.4  last  year  when  a 
comparatively  small  crop  of '2,446,000  bushels  was  harvested.     The  production 
of  only  755,000  bushels  is  the  lowest  in  the  records  of  the  Bureau,  which 
date  back  to  190©.*    The  reduction  was  largely  due  to  a  wide  spread  deficiency 
in  summer  rains  and  at  times  abnormally  high  temperatures.     In  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  where  most  of  the  flaxseed  is  grown,  extensive  damage  was  done  by 
grasshoppers  resulting  in  an  estimated  output  in  those  provinces  of  only 
691,000  bushels  against  2,367,000  last  year. 

Argentina,  the  main  source  of  the  world's  supply  of  flaxseed,  will 
apparently  harvest  a  comparatively  small  crop  this  year.     Continued  dry 
Weather  is  reported  to  have  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  growing  crop. 
Although  rains  have  fallen  during  the  past  few  weeks  it  is  now  so  late  in  the 
season  that  it  is  doubtful    whether  the  abandoned  acreage  will  be  reseeded, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  acre-ge  sown  this  year  Was  well  below  that  of  the 
2  preceding  years  and  the  smallest  since  the  crop  year  1925-26.    The  official 
estimate  of  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed  this  season  is  6,818,800  acres,  which 
is  approximately  482,000  acres  less  than  last  season  when  7,400,645  acres 
were  planted.     According  to  the  latest  report  the  area  seeded  to  flax  this 
year  in  Russia,  one  of  the  largest  -producers  of  flax  in  the  world,  is 
7,082,000  acres  or  approximately  700,000  acres  less  than  last  year  when 
7 , 7 81 , J00  acres  were  sown . 

Flaxseed  prices  declined  sharply  in  the'  three  leading  world  markets, 
Minneapolis,  Winnipeg' and  Buenos  Aires,  during  August,  apparently  reflecting 
the  downward  trend  of  other  grain  prices  and  influenced  by  a  comparatively  small 
demand  arid  the  low  prices  prevailing  for  by-product  feeds.    However,  after 
an  agreement  was  reached  at  the  London  fbie.it  Conference,  flaxseed  followed  the 
rise  in  grain  prices  during  the  early  part  of  September.     This  upward  trend  was 
probably  further  augmented  by  the  poor  cro  >  o  itlook  in  Argentina  and  the 
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small  flaxseed  crop  estimated  for  both  tlie  United  States  and  Canada.  Prices 
of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  declined  from  an  average  of  $1.94  per  bushel 
for  the  first  week  in  August  to  $li84  for  the  last  week,  then  advanced  to 
$1.88  per  bushel,  the  average  for  the  second  week  in  September.    Prices  of 
flaxs  ;ed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend  declining  from  $1.33  per  bushel 
the  first  week  in  August  to  $1.3Q.for  the  third  week,  then  advancing  to 
$1.35  per  bushel,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in  September.    Nearby  futures 
in  Buenos  Aires  also  declined  from  $1.12,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in 
August,  to  $1.04  for  the  third  week,  and  advanced  to  $1.15,  the  average  price 
per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  September.     However,  for  the  second  week 
the  price  dropped  to  $1.07  per  bushel,  apparently  reflecting  the  favorable 
change  in  weather  conditions  in  Argentina  and  the  report  of  heavy  shipments 
of  flaxseed  from  India. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina,  although  less  than  lo.st  season's 
heavy  shipments,  continue  to  be  well  maintained  despite  poor  crop  conditions 
and  the  material  reduction  in  this  season's  crop.     From  September  1,  1932  to 
August  26,  1933  the  total  clearances  were  67,723,000  bushels  compared  with 
72,868,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.     This  season 
Indian  shipments  are  over  double  those  of  last  season.    From  September  1  to 
August  25  India  exported  7,112,000  bushels  against  3,506,000  during  the 
same  months  last  season.    For  the  week  ended  September  9,  Indian  shipments  of 
flaxseed  were  especially  heavy  totaling  1,220,000  bushels.     Canadian  exports 
of  flaxseed  have  also  been  considerably  larger  this  season  than  last.  For 
the  period  from  September  1,  1932  to  August  31,  1933,  Canada  exported  794,000 
bushels  compared  with  189,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  of  the 
previous  season. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  both  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom 
have  been  less  this  season  than  last.    From  September  1,  1932  to  July  31, 
1933  this  country  imported  7,481,000  bushels  compared  with  10,928,000  bushels 
for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  season.    For  the  same  period  of 
the  present  year  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  10,673,000  bushels 
against  12,681,000  bushels  last  season.     The  takings  of  the  other  large  im- 
porting countries,  especially  Germany,  have  been  materially  larger  this  year 
than  last.     During  the  period  from  September  1  to  July  31  of  the  present  year, 
Netherlands  and  Germany  imported  15  ADA.nnn  bushels  and  16,390,0 
against  14,843,000  bus 
Belgium  shows  an  incre  i 

September  1  to  June  30  £g  

5,078,000  bushels  last  season.    French  takings  of  flaxseed  have  also  increased 
this  season  amounting  to  8,236,000  bushels  for  the  period  from  September  1  to 
May  31  compared  with  7,753,000  for  the  same  months  of  the  previous  season, 

German,,  has  endeavored  to  stimulate  the  production  of  flaxseed  by 
offering  the  farmer  a  minimum  price  of  $1.33  per  bushel  for  seed  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  edible  oil,  in  carload  lots,  delivered  at  any  railroad 
station  or  in  any  quantity  delivered  at  the  oil  mills.    France  also  seeks  to 
encourage  domestic  production  by  increased  duties  on  ilaxseed  and  linseed  oil. 
Under  date  of  August  6  the  increased  duty  on  flaxseed  became  effective  and  will 
be  in  effect  until  January  1,  1937.     The  law  fixes  the  minimum  tariff  duty  on 
flaxseed  at  8  cents  per  bushel.    However,  flaxseed  used  for  sowing  is  to  be 
admitted  duty  free  within  the  limits  of  a  quota* 
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Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  on  September  25 
were  1,639,000  bushels  compared  with  2,468,000  bushels  for  the  seme  date 
last  year  and  1,429,000  in  1931.    Stocks  in  store  in  the  '.Vestern  Inspection 
Division  of  Canada  on  September  8  were  968,941  bushels  against  1,222,080 
last  year  and  728,369  in  1931. 


Flaxseed:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1933-34,  annual 
■1932-33  to  1933-34  arid  production  in  countries  reporting 
.  for  1932-33,  annual  1931-32  to  1932-33 


Acreage 

Production 

: Percent- 

: Percent- 

Country  : 

:  age 

:  age 

. 

1932-33 

:  1933-34 

: 1933-34' 

:  1931-32 

:  1932-33 

: 1932-33 

: 

:   is  of 

:  is  of 

: 

: 1932-33 

:  1931-32 

: 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

• 

acres 

:  acres 

:  Percent 

:  bushels 

:  bushels 

:  Percent 

: 

2,081 

1,755 

:  84.3 

:  11,798 

:  11,737 

:  99.9 

5,655 

:  6,919 

:  122.4 

:  89,067 

:  52,304 

:  58.7 

7 , 781 

:  7,082 

91.0 

:     28 , 500 

3,301 

:  3,239 

98.1 

:     15 , 080 

:  16,640 

:  110.3 

454 

:  243 

53.5 

:  2,465 

2 , 446 

:  99.2 

342 

—  —  — 

— 

4,841 

:  1,493 

:  30.8 

231 



1,941 

1,640 

84.5 

106 

:  135 

127.4 

:  1,003 

:  563 

56  •  1 

78 



499 

:  352. 

70.5 

25 

28 

112.0 

:  233 

:  218. 

93.6 

54 

523' 

374: 

71.5 

53: 

932: 

369 

39.6 

15: 

310 

95: 

50 . 6 

21 

326: 

202: 

62.0 

36. 

40: 

111.1  . 

253: 

153: 

60.5 

16. 

17: 

106.2  : 

100: 

95: 

95.0 

22: 

20: 

90.9  : 

184: 

188: 

102.2 

11 

12: 

109.1  . 

1/  130: 

U  B9: 

68.5 

Netherlcoids   : 

5. 

12. 

240.0  : 

139: 

10; 

10: 

100..  0  : 

Austria,  revised  ..: 

8: 

33: 

36: 

109.1 

Northern  Ireland  . . : 

6: 

1: 

1: 

100.0  : 

19: 

11: 

57.9 

2: 

36: 

28: 

77.8 

Total  countries  : 

It , 504: 

19,513: 

100.0  : 

129,773: 

89 , 083 : 

63.6 

Es tinated  world  : 

20 , GOO . 

157,500: 

125,500: 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
1/    Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  1929-30  to  1932-33 


Item  and  country 

[  Year  beginning  Sept.  1 

Trade  in  current  se  ^sons 
:      v/ith  comparisons 

I 1929-30 

i 1930-31 

"1931-32 

\   Sept.  1 

! 1931-32 

.1932-33 

Exports : 

Russia  and  Danube  ... 
Tot^l  above 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:Aug.26  1/ 
,AUg.26  2/ 
: Aug ,31 

•Aug .26 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

•  1,000 
bushels 

:  42,856 
:  12,838 
:  413 
:  76 

:  67,316 
4,6-97 
1,887 
78 

:  73,785 
3 , 504 
:      •  189 

:  72,868 
3,506 
:  189 

:  67,723 
:  7,112 

:  794 

56,183 

75,978 

77,478 

:.  76,563 

75,629 

Imp  or  t  s : 

United  Kingdom   

Total  2  coun-  : 

:  13,249: 
a  ,014 

9,927: 
13 , 057 

10 , 948 
l-i ,  151 

July  31. 
J  uly  ox 

10,928. 
:.  12,b81: 

7,481 
1U , o 7 o 

26 , 263 

22,984 

25,099 

25,609 

18,154 

Continent 

:  10,801 
8,988 
7,488: 
3,212' 

14,272 
12,486: 
9,373: 
6,0*9: 

16,450 
14 , 680 

9,659. 

6,031 

July  31 
July  31. 
May  31  : 
June  30 

l<x,843 
•  12,881 

o ,  078 : 

.  15,604 
16,390 
:  8,236 
5,857 

Total  4  countries 
Total  above  imports.: 

30,489. 

42,180: 

46,820. 

40 ... 

46,087 

56,752: 

65 , 164 : 

71,9X9: 

6^,164. 

64 , 241 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  except  as  noted. 
1/    Official  figures  to  July  31,  tr^de  figures  to  date. 
2/    Official  figures  to  June  30 trade  figures  to.  date. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified  markets,  by  weeks  and 

months,  1932  and  1933 


t  Winnipeg 

Minneapolis 

Buenos 
.    Aires  ' 

Margin  of  Minneapolis 
price  over 

Month  and  week 

:  Ho.  1 

C .  w. 

fro.  i; 

Winnipeg 

Buenos  Aire: 

:  1932: 

1  9  33 

1  Q  TO 

:  iy  /.o 

1  Q  TO 

:  1 y  00 : 

1  O  TO 

iy.it; 

: Dolls : 

Dolls 

Up  1 1  s 

:  jo  1 1  s 

;  jjo  1 1  s 

DOllS  . 

0  ent  s 

ocnt-s 

0  ent  s 

;  uem  s 

Mar.  - 

1st  week  . . 



:  0.92: 

0.65; 

1.42 

:  1.08 

.  0.64 

:  0.58; 

50 

.  43 

78  . 

:  50 

2nd  " 



:  .93: 

-'  —  , 

1.41 

!  flJ 

.  65 

-     ..  59 : 

48 

: 

76 

3rd  » 



:  .90: 

.67; 

1.43. 

2£.18 

-  .64 

.  60: 

53 

.    51  : 

79 

,  58 

4th  » 

•  . 

:  .88: 

•  66: 

1.38 

1.13 

.     .  63. 

.    .  59 : 

50 

:    47  : 

75  . 

.  54 

5th  11 

  ! 

.90: 

••  66; 

1.36, 

1.12. 

•  62 

.58; 

46  : 

.    46  : 

74 

54 

Average 

•  •  •   •  • 

.91: 

.  66: 

1.40 

1.13 

.  62 . 

.  .59; 

49  . 

.     45  . 

.  78 

;  54 

Apr.  - 

1st  week  . . 

. . ; . . 

.90: 

.66: 

1.35. 

1.15 

:  .52 

.59; 

45 

49  : 

73 

.  56 

2nd  11 



!  .90: 

.69: 

1.37. 

1.18: 

•  52  j 

.59; 

47 

,    49  : 

75 

.  59 

"     3rd  " 

  : 

!  .90: 

.74: 

1.35: 

1.25. 

.61. 

.  62; 

45 

:    51  : 

74 

:  63 

4th  » 

.84: 

.77: 

1.34 

1.38 

:  .60: 

.70: 

50 

61  ; 

74 

68 

Average 

•  .  .  •  •  ! 

.88; 

.71: 

1.35. 

1.28 

.60: 

.62; 

47 

.    57  . 

75 

;  66 

May  - 

1st  week  . . 



.76, 

.89; 

1.30 

1.41 

.58. 

.76: 

54 

52  : 

72 

:  65 

2nd  " 

  ! 

.758 

.92: 

1.28 

•  1.43 

.59: 

.79: 

53 

.  51 

69  . 

.  64 

3rd  " 



:  .73: 

.94: 

1.17 

.  1.42 

;  .58 

.78: 

44 

:  48 

.  59 

:  64 

4th  » 

  , 

.73: 

1.02: 

1.19 

1.44 

:  .58 

:  .78: 

46 

.    42  . 

61 

:  66 

5th  11 

  ; 

.70: 

1.15: 

1.15: 

1.58 

.58; 

.86: 

45  . 

.  43 

.  57 

.  72 

Average 

• .  •  •  •  • 

.74: 

.96: 

1.21 

1.43: 

.57 

.77; 

47 

47  . 

.     64  . 

.  66 

June  - 

1st  week  . . 

.  •  •  •  . 

•  62: 

1.13: 

1.06; 

1.58 

.58: 

.86; 

44  . 

:    45  : 

48 

.  72 

2nd  " 

  ; 

.  61 : 

1.15: 

1.04: 

:  1.67- 

.57; 

.90; 

43  . 

.    52  : 

47 

77 

3rd  » 

.  •  .  .  •  ' 

.61£/l.20: 

1.04: 

1.78: 

.57. 

.94; 

43  . 

.    58  . 

47  . 

84 

4th  " 

  ; 

.60: 

1.43: 

1.02 

1.92. 

.  56: 

1.05: 

42  : 

49  ; 

46  . 

87 

Average 

•  •  •  •  . 

:  '.62: 

1.21: 

1.05; 

1.72 

.57 

.92: 

43 

51 

48  : 

80 

July  ~ 

1st  week  . . 

.58: 

1.54: 

1.01 

1.96; 

.58: 

1.13: 

43  . 

:    42  : 

43 

83 

2nd      "     . . 

•  .  .  .  • 

:  .57: 

1.67: 

1.00 

2.18: 

.58: 

1.22: 

43 

51 

42 

.  96 

3rd      "     . . 

.  .  .  .  . 

.60: 

1.58: 

.96. 

2.28- 

.58. 

1.23: 

36 

.    70  : 

38 

:  105 

4th      11     . . 

.  .  .  .  .  j 

•  o2 : 

1.43: 

.94; 

2.06. 

.59 

1.15: 

32 

63 

:  35 

:  91 

Average 

.59: 

1.51: 

.98; 

.2.05. 

1  .59 

1.18: 

39 

54  : 

:  39 

:  87 

Aug.  - 

1st  week  .. 



.61: 

1.33: 

.96: 

1.94 

,  .59 

!  1.12: 

35  : 

61  : 

37 

.  82 

2nd  " 

•   ■  •  •  • 

•  52 : 

1.32; 

1.01. 

1.90 

.  .61 

1.05: 

39 

58  . 

40  . 

85 

3rd  11 

.    .  31 : 

1.30: 

1.01 

1.87 

.  62 : 

1.04: 

40  . 

57  : 

39  : 

83 

4th  " 

.64: 

1.35: 

1.01 

.  1.89 

.62: 

1.06: 

37 

54  : 

39  : 

83 

5th  " 

:  .69: 

1.34: 

1.06 

:  1.84 

!     •  63 

!  1.09: 

37 

:    50  : 

43 

:  75 

Average 

•  •  •  •  • 

:  .63: 

1.33: 

1.01 

.  1.88 

:  .61 

38 

:    55  : 

40  : 

Sept.  - 

1st  week  . . 

:  .73: 

1.35: 

1.12 

1.87 

:  .67 

.  1.15: 

39 

:  52 

45 

72 

2nd  « 

:  .72: 

1.15. 

1.88 

:  .71 

:  1.07; 

41 

81 

Compiled  as 

follows:    Minneapolis :    Minneapolis  Daily  I 

larket 

He cords  -  Average 

of  daily  prices  weighted  "by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:     Canadian  Grain  Statistics 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:    He  view  of  the  River  PI  .a' 
monthly  avcrages,  Now  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 

l/    Trading  suspended.     2/  Three  daily  quotations.     3/  Five  daily  quotations 
only. 
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flaxseed: 


Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plato,  and  Calcutta  at  Hull,  England,  by 
months,  1928  to  1933 


Kinc1  and 
La  Plata 

:  Jan . 

: Dolls 

Feb. 

Dolls 

:  Mar. 

: Dolls 

:  Apr. 

: Dolls 

•  May 
.Dolls 

■  June 
: Dolls 

July 
Dolls 

•  Aug. 
Dolls 

Sept. 

Dolls 

Oct. 
Dolls' 

Nov.  : 

Dolls: 

Dec. 

Dolls 

flax- 

seed 

1928 

1.85 

1.84 

:  1.88 

.  1.84 

1.97 

,  1.92 

1.91 

1.88 

.  1.86 

.  1.94: 

1.96. 

1.83 

1929 

1.90 

1.93 

:  1.92: 

. 1.92, 

.  1.91 

:  1.90 

2.22, 

2.41, 

2.80' 

2.60. 

.  2.31 

2  •  c3 

1930 

2.22 

2.12 

2.06- 

2.19 

»  2.13 

2.02 

1.84 

1.91 

1.72 

1.48 

:  1.26 

1.14 

1931 

1.02 

1.09 

1.14: 

1.09 

.  1.0.4: 

.98, 

1.10 

.  1.00, 

.89 

:  .86 

.  .90. 

.78 

1932  , 

.  75 

.  76 

j  83 

.74 

.71 

.69 

:    .  71 

;  .73 

:  .81. 

.  .75 

.71; 

.72 

1933  . 

.74 

.72 

:  .71 

.74 

.  92 

1.06 

:.  1.31 

1.24 

Calcut  ta 

flaxseed 

pip 

p  in 

P  TP. 

p  pn 

»    O    9  ^ 

P   1  R 

p  i  p, 

,      Cj  0  X  D 

•  2  26 

:  2. 31 

•  2.  33 

1929  . 

1  2 . 32 

2.52 

2.25: 

2.19 

.  2.13 

2.11 

2.44 

,.  2.51. 

,  2.85 

;  2.89 

2.80 

2.77 

1930  : 

2.58; 

P  T.A 

2.20: 

.  2.33: 

,.  2.27, 

;.  2„20: 

.  2.01; 

2C15, 

.  1.95 

:  1.74 

.  1.57 

1.55 

1931  : 

1.44: 

ll  : 

U  X 

1/  ; 

1. 26 

.  1.22 

1.31 

:  1.24 

1.12 

:  1.05. 

1.05 

:  .93 

1932 

,  «96: 

1.00 

1.08 

CO 

.86 

:  .85 

:  .87 

.  .92 

.98 

:  .93 

.  .87 

.  .91 

1933  . 

.93: 

.89: 

.  .85. 

:.  1.06 

.  1.19 

1.43, 

L  1.30 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and 
Reporter",    Monthly  prices  are  a 

are  official  quotations  cabled  to 

close  of  the  market.    Po.r  prices 

seed  Prospects",   dated  August  21, 

l/    Not  available.  ; 


Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.    Daily  prices 

ITew  York  each  day  and  represent  the  price  at  the 

from  January  1922  to  December  1927  see  "V,Torld  Flax- 

1930.  : 


Flaxseed:  Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  :at  Bombay, 
.  by  months  1928  t'o  1933 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. :  Mar. 

May 

*  • 

June-  J  July.  :Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Novo .  Dec. 

Dolls 

Dolls:Dolls 

Dolls 

Do  1 1  s , 

Dolls : foils: Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

: Do lis: Dolls: 

1928 

.1.86 

•1.83:  1.66 

.1.88 

1.95: 

1.91:  1.99:  1.86 

1,87 

1.98 

1.96:  1.97 

1929 

.  .1.98 

.  -2.04;  2.02 

1„99 

1.94: 

1.92:  2.10:  2.22 

2.51 

"2.50 

.  2.41:  2.37 

1930 

2.16:  2.07 

.  -2.V  , 

'  2.09: 

2.001/1,84:  .1.95 

"1.33 

:1/I.S0 

1.42^1.32 

1931 

.  ;1.21 

1/1.35^1.37 

^1.3L 

.1.19: 

1.15:  .1.20:  1.09 

.97 

.88 

:     .87:  .79 

1932 

:l/.83 

:  .  .90:  ■  .90 

:  .83 

:  .80: 

.74:     .77: ■  .73 

.88 

.80 

.     .76:  .76 

1933 

.1/.80 

.     .75:  .70 

.  ■  .70 

:j/.78: 

.96:  lo20: 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".  For  prices  from  June  1922  -  December  1927, 
see  11  Wo  rid  Flaxseed  Prospects" ,  dated  August  21,  1930. 

l/ "  Three  Friday  quotations  only,  •   .    .  . 

2/ '•  Tvro  weekly :  quotations  only. 


TOUTED  STATES  IffiPAHTMEIJT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


FE-83  October  31,  1933 

WOULD  FLAXSEED  P30SPECTS 

Recent  developments  point  to  a  somewhat  larger  world  crop  of  flaxseed 
this  year  than  was  indicated  last  month.    Favorable  weather  conditions  during 
September  both  in  the  United  States  and  Argentina  improved  crop  conditions 
materially  in  each  of  these  countries.    Production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United 
States  is  now  estimated  at  7,371,000  bushels,  which  is  362,000  bushels  above 
the  September  1  forecast.     Improved  weather  conditions  in  Montana  and  Minne- 
sota, two  large  flax- producing  States,  were  largely  responsible ^ for  this  in- 
crease in  the  estimated  production,  since  the  indicated  production  in  Other 
states  remains  practically  unchanged  from  that  of  last  month.    Although  flax- 
seed suffered  some  irreparable  damage  from  the  drought  in  Argentina  during 
the  pa.ot  few  months  abundant  rains  in  September  reduced  the  losses  and  im- 
proved the  crop.     The  second  Official  estimate  of  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed 
in  Argentina  is  7,166,000  acres  compared  with  the  earlier  estimate  of  6,919,000 
acresand  7,401,000  acres  sown  last  season.     The  condition  of  flaxseed  is 
described  as  fair  but  uneven.     Tne  sowing  of  flax  has  been  irregular  and  its 
development  slow  on  account  of  climatic  conditions.     Tne  early  sown  flax  was 
seriously  damaged  by  frost,  and  the  late  sown  Was  damaged  by  the  long  drought. 
Much  of  the  latter  failed  to  germinate  and  the  hardness  of  the  soil  made  re- 
sowing  of  the  fields  almost  impossible.    After  the  rains,  however,  sowing  was 
resumed.    But  this  late-sown  flax  will  suffer,  it  is  feared,  from  the  locusts, 
which  are  especially  prevalent  this  year  and  threaten  serious  damage  in 
November  if  not  checked  by  that  time. 

Weather  conditions  in  India  are  very  favorable  for  an  increase  in  the 
area  sown  to  flaxseed  this  autumn.     The  rainfall  during  August  and  Septemoer 
was  abnormally  heavy  and  prolonged,  resulting  in  soil  conditions  exceptionally 
favorable  for  sowing.    With  the  renewed  interest  which  India  has  shown  during 
the  oast  few  months  in  international  trade  and  the  increased  shipments  of  flax- 
seed from  that  country,  it  is  very  probable  that  full  advantage  will  be  taken 
of  tne  favorable  weather  conditions  to  plant  a  comparatively  large  crop  this 
season. 

3etter  crop  conditions  in  the  United  States  and  Argentina  augmented  by  a 
material  increase  in  shipments  of  flaxseed  from  India  have  tended  to  redace 
flaxseed  prices  in  the  leading  world  markets,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos 
Aires.    But  the  irain  influence  undoubtedly  was  the  severe  decline  in  grain 
prices.    Flaxseed  prices  declined  sharply  during  the  last  2  weeks  of  September 
and  the  early  part  of  October.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  decreased 
from  £1.94  per  bushel  for  the  third  week  in  September  to  $1.73  for  the  third 
week  in  October.     Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend 
declining  from  $1.50  per  bushel  the  third  week  in  September  to  $1.19,  the 
average  for  the  second  week  in  October.    Nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  also 
decreased  from  $1.13,  the  average  for  the  third  week  in  September  to  91  cents 
per  bushel  for  the  third  week  in  October.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price 
over  that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  58  cents  per  bushel  for  the  second  week  in 
October.     Tne  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos 
Aires  was  82  cents  for  the  third  week  in  October.    Prices  of  la  Plata  and 
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Calcutta,  flaxseed  at  Hull,  England,  on  the  other  hand,  advanced  during  the 
month  of  September.    La  Plata  moved  from  $1.24  -ner  bushel  for  August  to  $1.26 
for  September,  end  Calcutta  from  $1.30  per  bushel  for  August  to  $1.33  for 
September.     "Bold  Bombay"  flaxseed  at  Bombay  also  showed  a  similar  trend,  ad- 
vancing from  $1.20  per  bushel  for  July  to  $1.12  for  August  of  the  present  year. 

Another  factor,  which  is  largely  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  price 
of  flaxseed,  is  the  lack  of  demand  for  flaxseed  and  the  by-products  both  in 
this  country  and  Europe.     The  consumptive  demand  for  linseed  oil  in  this 
country  is  poor  while  domestic  trade  in  meal  is  very  light  for  this  season 
of  the  year.    A  somewhat  better • inquiry  for  linseed  oil  was  noted  in  Europe 
with  some  seasonal  improvement  in  trade  of  linseed  calces. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  were  much  lighter  during  September 
of  the  present  year  than'  for  the  corresponding  month  last  year.     Luring  the 
past  month  from  September  1  to  October  7  Argentina,  shipped  4,311,000  bushels 
of  flaxseed  compared  with  10,613,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Apparently  the  two  main  causes  of  this  reduction  in  flaxseed  exports  were  the 
heavy  shipments  made  by  India,  especially  to  the  United  States,  and  the  cur- 
tailment of  t,?l:ings  by  the  United  Kingdom  due  to  the  fact  that  although 
Argentine  prices  of  flaxseed  were  low,  with  the  10  percent  duty  they  were  still 
high  compared  with  Indian  prices.     Shipments  from  India,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  much  heavier  then  a  year  ago  and  continue  on  a  very  liberal  scale.  For 
the  period  from  September  1  to  October  7  this  year  India  exported  3,316,000 
bushels  against  only  348,000  bushels  last  year.    On  account  of  a  short  crop 
for  the  past  two  seasons  no  exports  of  flaxseed  were  made  from  Canada  during 
September  this  year  or  last.     The  total  shipments  of  flaxseed  from  the  lead- 
ing exporting  countries  for  the  past  month  amounted  to  7,627,000  busnels  com- 
pared with  10,966,000  bushels  for  September,  1932. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  during  the  season  from 
September  1  to  August  31  amounted  to  9,262,000  bushels  or  1,686,000  bushels 
less  than  during  the  previous  season  when  10,948,000  bushels  were  imported. 
During  the  same  season  this  year  the  takings  of  the  United  Kingdom  also  showed 
a  decree.se  approximating  2,700,000  bushels  less  than  for  the  previous  season. 
Imports  of  flaxseed  into  Netherlands,  France  and  Belgium  for  the  season  just 
ended  were  about  the  same  as  during  the  previous  season  totalling  16,384,000 
bushels,  9,653,000  and  6,372,000  respectively.     Germany,  on  the  other  hand, 
increased  takings  of  flaxseed  during  the  past  season  by  approximately  2,400,000 
bushels,  importing  17,110,000  bushels. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  on  October  21  were 
1,695,000  bushels  compared  with  2,285,000  bushels  for  the  same  date  last  year 
and  1,129,000  in  1931.     Stocks  in  store  in  the  Western  Inspection  Division  of 
Canada  on  October  13  were  941,382  bushels  against  1,183,109  last  year  and 
906,931  in  1931. 


Flaxseed:    Acreage  and  production  in  c  ran  trios  reporting  for  1953-34, 

annual  1932-33  and  1933-34 


Country 


isc 


United  States 
Argentina,  rev 
Russia 

India  

Canada  .... 
Uruguay  . . . 
Lithuania  . 
Latvia  .... 
France  .... 
Belgium  . . . 
Estonia  . . . 
C  z  e  ch:  s  1  o  vak  i  a 
Italy,  revised 

Germany   

Netherlands  . 

Finland   

Austria,  revi 
Bulgaria  .... 

Total  countries 
reporting  ... 

Estimated  world 
total   


ed 


Ac  re 


Pro  luction 


Percent- : 

Percent- 

age : 

age 

1932-35  : 

1935-54  : 

1955-54  : 

19o2-oo  : 

lyoo-o-i  : 

1  0"Z  rZ  "XA 
1  SO  O—  Ot: 

is  of  : 

1  s  ox 

1952-55  : 

 ; 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

acres  : 

acres  : 

Percent  : 

"bushels  : 

bushels  : 

Percent 

2,081  : 

1,755  : 

84.5  : 

11,787  : 

7,571  : 

62.5 

5,655  : 

7,166 

126.7  : 

•     52,504  : 





7,781 

7,082 

91.0 



  j 

#  

3,501  : 

5,259  : 

98.1  : 

!  16,640 

:  16,120  • 

96.9 

454  '  ; 

245  • 

53.5 

:  2,446 

756  ! 

50.9 

537  : 

266  : 

•    78.9  : 

1,495 

  : 



106 

:       155  : 

127.4 

565 

— 

:   

78  : 

105  • 

132.1 

:          552  • 

:  441 

125.5 

28 

112.0 

:  218 

!   



21 

27 

:  128.6 

:  202 

:        256  • 

126.7 

36  : 

40 

:  111.1 

:  155 

:        228  : 

149.0 

16 

!  17 

:  10G.2 

•  95 

22 

:  '  20 

;  90.9 

•        '  96 

:  — 

:  — 

11 

:  12 

:  109.1 

-i  /       '  oft  " 

:  1/  89 

5 

;  12 

:  240.0 

10 

;  10 

:'  100.0 

C 

A 

•        c;n  n 
:      iXj .  u 

•  OD 

•            1 7 

:  47.2 

1 

:  1 

:  100.0 

11 

:  11 

:  100.0 

19,948 

:  20,160 

:  101.1 

:     51 , 627 

:  25,200 

:     7  9.7 

20 , 800 

:  125,500 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 

except  as  otherwise  noted. 
l/    Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:  .  International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries,  1930-31  to  1933-o4 


Item  and  country 

[  Year  beginning  Sept.  1  ■ 

Trade  in  current  seasons 
with  comparisons 

',  1930-31 

[1931-32 

1932-33 

.  Sept.  1 

to 

1932-33 

1933-34 

Exports: 

Russia  and  Danube  , . 

Total  above  exports 
Imports : 

United  Kingdom   

Total  2  countries  . 
Continent 

Germany:  

1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  buy  he 1 s 

:  1,000 
bushels 

Oct.  7  3/ 
Octi  7  3/ 
Sept.  30' 
Oct.  7 

.  1,000 
.  bushels 

1 , 000 
bushels 

67,316 
:  4:,697 
:  1,887 
!         ;  78 

:  "  73, 735 
I      3 , 504 
:  189 

101,738 
1/  6,928. 

•■•  794 

:  10,618 
: •   •  348 
:  0 

4,311 
:  3,316 

:  •  0 

:  75,978 

;       9:,  927, 
:  13,057- 

:  77,478 

'  109,460 

:  10,966 

:  7,627 

:     10 , 948 
:  14,151 

9,262' 
11,382 

AUg.  31 

Aug.  31  . 

:  9,262 
:  11,382 

:     22-,  984. 

:  25,099 

.     20 , 644 

20,644 

•  14,272. 
:     12:,  486. 
:       9;,  373. 
:      6-,  049. 

:  16,376 
:  14,680 
:■   .  9,659. 
6  , 008 

16,884 
17,110 
2/  9,653 
6,372 

AUg .    31 ; 

Aug.  31  . 
July  31-  . 
Aug.  31-  . 

:  16,884 
•  17,110 
:  9,653 
:  6,372 

Total  4  countries  . . . 
Total  above  imports  . 

■  42 , 180 

.  -±6,723: 

50,019 

50,019 

65,164 

71,822 

70,663. 

"  ■  70,663: 

Compiled  from  official  sources1,  except  as  noted. 

1/    Official  figures  to  July  51,  trade  figures,  to  du-te.- 

2/    Eleven'  months  only. 

3/    Trade  figures. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets,  by  weeks  and  months 

1932  ana  1933 


sales ; 


Birth  and  week 

*  Winnipeg 

•  Minneapolis 

Buenos 
Aires 

:      Margin  of  Minneapolis 
:             price  over 

Mo.  1 

C.  IV . 

:       No.  1 

:  Vinnipeg 

:Buenos 

Aires 

1933"  ' 

:  1933 

:  1935 

;  1933 

:_  1933_ 

:  1932 

:  1933 

:  1952 

:  1933  ' 

Dolls. 

{polls. 

J  JOXXS  . 

: boxxs . 

■  T\r>  1  1  c 

: doxxs . 

T\r\  Tic 

.  Cents 

:  Cents 

kr. 

1st  week  . . . 

0.90 

0.66 

:  1.35 

1.15 

:  0.52 

0.59 

:  45 

:  49 

:  73 

:  56 

2nd  " 

.90 

.69 

X  .O  / 

i    t  n 
X  .  Xo 

•  AO 

>  RO 

,       ft  / 

AO 

•  75 

:  59 

3rd  " 

.90 

.  74 

.          1  ^R 

1 .  Oo 

T  OR 

■  AT 

;  .ox 

i  AO 

AR 
ftO 

.  RT 

:  ox 

74 

:  63 

4th  " 

.84- 

77 

T  "XA 

1  ^P 

X  •  oo 

!        •  OU 

>  CO 
:        »  rU 

RO 
OU 

.  AT 

74 

:  68 

Av  

.88 

.  71 

i  ^.r 

X  .  <oo 

•              A  P. 

;      .  ou 

•  AO 

AM 

.  R9 

:    o  i 

:  75 

:  66 

fey 

1st  week  . . . 
-  2nd  " 
3rd  "   

.76' 
.75 
.  73 

■  .89 
.  .92 

.94 

i  so 
x  .  ou 

T  9Q 

1    1  7 

ill! 

T  A.T 

•  rp 

.            9  A 

.  "7Q 
!           .  fi) 

7P 
.  f  O 

.  RA 
.  R^ 

:  oo 
4-4- 

•  RP 

:  o& 

RT 

:  ox 

72 
:  69 
:  59 

:  65 
:  64 
:  64 

X  .frX 

T  A1-*. 

:  -     .  oo 
i  .59 

•  RP 
,        .  oo 

4th  " 

;'  .73 

1.02 

J.  .  1J 

T  AA 

.  RP 

;       .  oo 

>  9P 

4-A 

:  61 

:  66 

5th  " 

.70 
;  .74 

1.15 
.96 

1    1  R 

1.21 

1  RP 
X  .  OO 

•  rp 
>       .  oo 

PA 
•  OO 

:  .77 

47 

:  47 

:  57 

64 

:  72 
:  66 

Av  

1.43 

:  .57 

rune 

1st  week  . . . 

:  .62 

1.13 

1  OA 

i  R3 
x .  oo 

•  rp 
:       .  oo 

m  OO 

/  A 

'xx 

•  ft«-' 

•  48 

:  72 

2nd  " 

.61 

1.15 

1  04 

1  A7 

R7 

,  .Or 

QO 

4-^ 

:  52 

:  47 

:  77 

3rd  " 

;  .61 

3/1.20 

1  04 

1  7R 

X  .  1  o 

.  R9 
»         .  v>  * 

Q4- 

4-^ 

SR 

:  47 

:  84 

4th  " 

:  .60 

~  1.43 

~l  0? 

1  OP 

SA 

,        .  ou 

1  OS 

4-P 

40 

•  46 

:  87 

Av  

!  .62 

1.21 

1  OS 

1  7P 

S7 

OP 

51 

48 

80 

Fuly 

1st  week  . . . 

:  .58 

1.54 

1  OT 

X  •  UX 

1  OA 

X  •  if  O 

•  SR 
■        .  oo 

X  .  x<_* 

/  o 

43 

:  83 

2nd  " 

.57- 

1.67 

1  oo 

X  »  Uu 

?  IP 
c- .  Xo 

•  RR 

,           .  O^j 

1  pp 

ox 

42 

96 

3rd  " 

4th  "   

.60 
.62 

1.58 
1.43 

o  a 

.  *s  u 

P  PR 

P  OA 

i        .  oo 
J          .  O  J 

T  O^ 

x  .  «-*o 
1    1  R 

^A 

70 

A1^ 
OO 

38 
35 

105 
91 

OA  . 

Av  

59 

1.51* 

on . 

•  i*0 

P  OS 

•            RQ  . 
■          .  O  if  : 

1  TP 
X  .  XO 

SO 
oy 

S4 

Oft 

39 

87 

lug.  : 

1st  week  . . . 

.61. 

1.33 

OA  • 

1  QA 

•  RQ 

:       .  o» 

1  TP 
X  .  Xi^ 

^A 
OO 

AT 
OX 

37 

82 

2nd    "      . . . : 

.  6<i 

1.32 : 

t  m  . 
x .  ux 

X  •  UU 

•  AT 

:      .  t>x 

1  DR 

«ji? 

RP 

OO 

40 

85 

3rd  " 

.61 . 

1.30 

T      AT  . 

x  .ux : 

T  QO 

X.o  1 

A  O  . 

T      A/  . 

X  .U^ 

fa-U 

R  r; 
O  1 

^0 

RS 

4th  " 

.64 

t  m  • 

X  •  U  X 

T  QO 
X  .O.f 

«             AO  , 

T     OA  . 
X  .  UP 

O  r 

RA 
Oft 

SO 

O  *-) 

5th  " 

.69 

1.34 

1     OA  • 
X  •  UO 

T  PA 

x  .ci 

.              A'A  . 

;      .  do 

T     OQ  . 
X  •  Ov 

o  / 

RO  . 

ou  : 

43 

f  o 

Av  

:  .63- 

1.33 

1.01: 

1.88 

:  .61 

1.06: 

38 

55  : 

40 

R? 

3ept . 

1st  week  . . . 

:  .73 

1.35 

1.12: 

1.87 

:  .67 

1.15: 

39 

52  : 

4S 

72 

f  CJ 

2nd  " 

.72. 

1.42: 

1,13; 

1.88 

:  .71: 

1.07: 

41  : 

46  : 

42  : 

81 

3rd    "      . . . : 

.70 

1.50: 

1.15: 

1.94 

:  .69- 

1.13: 

45  : 

44  : 

46  : 

81 

4th  " 

.70 

1.41 

1.16; 

1.90 

:  .68; 

1.05: 

46  : 

49  : 

48  ; 

85 

Av  

.71: 

1.42 

1.13: 

1.83 

:  .67: 

1.09: 

42  : 

46  : 

46  : 

79 

)ct.  : 

1st  week  . . . : 

.66; 

1.35- 

1.17: 

1.87 

:      .66 : 

1.02: 

51  : 

52  : 

51  : 

85 

2nd    "      . . . : 

.65 

1.19: 

1.10: 

1.77 

:  .63: 

.94; 

45  : 

58  : 

47  : 

83 

3rd    "      . . . : 

.60- 

1.15: 

X  •  f  o 

:  .63: 

.91: 

55  ; 

5°  • 

82 

Compiled  as  follows: 

Rinneapolis : 

ivlinnoa]- 

)olis  Daily  Market  Record's  - 

Average  of 

vinnipeg:     Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:    Review  "of  the  River  Plate 
-  monthly  averages,  Rev;  York  Journal  of  Coix.ercc  -  weekly  averages. 
L/  Five  daily  quotations  only. 


FF-88 


-6- 


Flaxseed:     Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta,  at  Hull,  England, 

by  months ,  19E8  to  1933 


Kind  and 
year 

Jan. 

!  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr . 

M-  IV 

June 

Julv 

,AUg 

bept  • 

Oct . 

HwV  . 

,  DcC . 

La  Plata 

: Dolls 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

.Dolls 

Dolls": 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls: 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Doll 

flaxseed 

: 

1928 

1.85 

1.84 

:  1.88 

:  1.84 

:  1.97: 

1,92 

•  1.91 

1 . 

88 

1.86: 

1.94 

1.96 

1.8 

1929 

.  1.90 

.  1.93 

1.92 

:  1.92 

1.91: 

1.90 

2,22 

2. 

41 

2.80: 

2.60 

2.31 

2.3 

1930 

2  ,.22 

2.12 

2.06 

2,19 

2.13: 

2,02. 

1.84 

1. 

91 

1.72: 

1.48 

1.26. 

1.1 

1931 

1.02 

1.09 

:  1.14 

1.09 

1.04: 

.98 

1.10 

1. 

00 

.89: 

.86 

.90 

.7 

1932 

.75 

'  .76 

.83 

.74: 

.71: 

.69 

.71 

• 

73. 

'  .81: 

.75 

.71 

.7 

1933 

.74 

.72 

.  .71 

.  .74 

.92: 

1.06 

•  1.31 

1. 

24 

1.26: 

Calcutta 

J 

: 

flaxseed 

1928  : 

2.12 

2.10 

2.12 

2.20: 

2.23: 

2.18 

2.16 

2. 

16 

2.19: 

2.26. 

2.31 

2.3 

1929 

2.32 

.  2.52 

2.25 

2.19 

'2.13: 

2.11 

2.44 

51 

.  2.85: 

2.89 

2.80 

2.7 

1930 

2.58 

2.34 

.  2.20 

2 « co 

2.27: 

2,20: 

2.01 

2. 

15 

1.95: 

1.74 

1.57 

1.5 

1931  : 

1.44 

u 

1/ 

1/  : 

1.26: 

1.22 

1.31 

1. 

24 

1.12: 

1.05 

1.05 

.9 

1932  : 

.96 

1.00 

1.03 

.92: 

.86: 

.65 

.87 

» 

92 

.98: 

.93 

.87 

.9 

1933  : 

.93 

.89 

.85 

.86 

1.06: 

1.19 

1.43 

1. 

30 

1.33: 

Compiled  from  ''Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter".    Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.    Daily  prices 
are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the  price  at 
the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December  1927  see  "World 
Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/    Hot  ava  liable. 

Flaxseed:     Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by 

'  months,  1928  to  1933 


Year 

Jan.]  Feb. 

Mar. 

.  Apr.'  May 

June \  July 

.  ^ug. 

, Sept . 

Oct . 

Nov.  .'Dec. 

Dolls : Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls:Dolls 

.Dolls:Doll.s 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

.Dolls 

Dolls  .-Dolls. 

1928   

1.86:  1.63 

1.66 

:  1.88:  1.95 

1.91:  1.99 

1.86 

1.87 

1.98 

1.96:  1.97 

1929   

1.98:  2.04 

2.02 

1.99:  1.94 

1.92:  2.10 

n    o  r 

(J  .  <~>X 

.  2.50 

2.41:  2.37 

1930   

2.29:  2.16 

2.07 

.  2.11:  2.09 

2. 00:1/1. 84 

1.9b 

1.83 

J/1  ..60 

1.42i/l.32 

1931   

1.21:1/1.35 

2/1.37 

1/1.31:  1.19 

1.15:  1.20 

1.09 

•  .97 

:  .88 

.87:  .79 

1932   

1/.83:  .90 

.90 

:     .83:  .80 

.74:  .77 

.  .78 

•  .88 

.80 

.76:  .76 

1933   

1/.80:  .75 

.70 

.     .70:1/. 78 

.96:  1.20 

1.12 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices  frou  June  1922  -  December  1927, 
see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dute'd  August  21,  1930. 
1/    Three  Friday  quotations  only. 
2/    Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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U.  9.  D  partment  of  Agnkalt 
December  14,  1935 


WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  is  now  estimated  at 
7,451,000  bushels,  which  is  a  small  increase  over  last  month's  estimate  of 
7,371,000  "bushels,  hut  considerably  below  last  year's  crop  of  11  ,787,000 
bushels  and  the  5-year  (1926-1950)  average  of  20,011,000  bushels.    The  crop 
this  year  is  the  smallest  since  the  year  1919  and  the  yield  per  acre  is  the 
smallest  on  record.    Long  continued  drought  in  North  and  South  Dakota  and 
Montana,  three  large  f lax-prcducing  States,  was  largely  responsible  for  this 
drastic  decrease  in  production.      According  to  the  second  official  estimate 
the  indicated  production  of  flaxseed  in  Canada  this  year  is  only  679,000 
bushels,  which  is  even  less  than  the  previous  estimate  of  756,000  bushels, 
and  the  lowest  in  the  records  of  the  Canadian  Bureau  dating  back  to  1908. 
This  estimated  production  is  only  about  27  percent  of  the  amount  produced 
during  each  of  the  past  2  years.        The  reduction  this  year  was  largely  due 
to  widespread  drought  and  excessively  high  temperatures.      In  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  where  most  of  the  flaxseed  is  grown  the  damage  from  weather 
conditions  was  further  augmented  by  damage  from  grasshoppers,  which  were 
especially  destructive  this  year.    Although  tho    area  sown  to  flaxseed  in 
Canada  during  the  present  year  is  now  estimated  at  244,000  acres,  an  increase 
of  1,000  acres  over  the  earlier  estimate,   it  is  still  considerably  loss  than 
the  acreage  planted  during  previous  years. 

Present  indications  do  not  point  to  a  particularly  good  outturn  in  the 
Argentine  flaxseed  crop  although  an  official  estimate  has  not  been  issued  to 
date.    On  account  of  the  earlier  unfavorable  weather  conditions  there  has 
apparently  been  a  large  abandonment  of  acreage  in  the  northern  districts. 
While  the"  rainfall  during  September  undoubtedly  improved  the  condition  of  the 
crop  in  the  provinces  of  Entre  Rios  and  Buenos  Aires,  the  frosts  and  long 
drought  have  caused  severe  damage  in  a  part  of  Cordoba,  and  the  nor  them  ^ 
half  of  the  Province  of  Santa  Fc.    According  to  reports,  only  a  comparatively 
small  percentage  of  this  area  has  been  resown.     Grasshoppers  have  made  their 
appearance  in  parts  of  Corrientes  ar.d  also  in  Urugaay.    As  they  have  appeared 
later  this  year  than  last,  they  are  not  expected  to  prove  so  destructive  to 
the  flaxseed  crop.      Last  year  they  were  reported  to  have  been  more  prevalent 
and  to  have  done  more  damage  in  Uruguay  than  at  any  previous  time. 

The  area  planted  to  flaxseed  in  Russia  this  year  up  to  June  10,  was 
reported  to  be  6,348,000  acres  or  754,000  acres  less  than,  the  acreage  planned. 
In  some  of  the  smaller  producing  countries  of  Europe,  flaxseed  production  has 
increased  this  year,   out  still  remains  well  below  the  average  for  tho  past 
5  years.    This  increase  was  largely  on  account  of  favorable  weather  conditions 
although  in  practically  every  case  the  acreage  sown  has  been  slightly  larger 
this  year  than  last.    Tho  yield  in  Lithuania  during  the  current  season  is 
estimated  at  829,000  bushels  on  an  acreage  of  135,000  acres  against  626,000 
bushels  produced  last  year  from  106,000  acres.      Although  the  area  sown  to 
flaxseed  in  Rumania  this  year  was  only  45,000  acres  or  9,000  acres  less  than 
last  year,  the  amount  produced  was  394,000  acres  compared  with  374,000  acres 
for  tho  previous  year.    Belgium,  Estonia  and  Latvia  each  shows  a  substantial 
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increase  over  last  year's  production.    Weather  conditions  continue  favorable 
in  India,  especially  in  the  Central  Provinces,  whech  is  the  most  important 
flax-producing  area.     These  auspicious  conditions  coupled  with  the  active 
participation  of  India  in  international  trade  during  the  past  few  months 
indicate  an  increase  in  flaxseed  sowings  this  year. 

The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  was  upward  during  the  latter  part  of 
October  and  the  early  part  of  November.      This  was  due  partly  to  the  rap  id 
reduction  in  India's  exportable  surplus  of  flaxseed  approximately  5  months 
before  the  new  crop  appears  and  partly  to  uncertainty  regarding  the  size  of 
this  year's  world  flaxseed  crop.      Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  advanced 
from  $1.78  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  November  to  $1.79  for  the  third 
week  declining  to  $1,75  for  the  next  week  but  again  advancing  to  $1.77,  the 
average  for  the  last  week.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar 
trend  increasing  from  $1.35  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  November  to 
$1.44  for  the  third  week  but  declining  to  §1.43,  the  average  for  the  fourth 
week.    Nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  also  advanced  from  $1.02,  the  average 
price  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  November,  to  $1.06  for  the  fourth  week, 
but  declined  the  next  week  to  an  average  of  $1.05  per  bushel.    The  margin  of 
the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  32  cents  per  bushel  for 
the  fourth  week  in  November.    The  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the 
price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  7.2  cents  for  the  last  week  in  November.     Prices  of 
La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at  Hull,"  England,  declined  during  the  month  of 
October.  •  La  Plata  moved  from  $1.26  per  bushel  for  September  to  $1.14  for 
October,  and  Calcutta  from  $1.33  per  bushel  for  September  to  $1.24  for  October 
The  free  offering  of  Indian  flaxseed  during  October  was  partly  responsible 
for  this  decline.    But  the  main  influence  was  undoubtedly  the  sharp  decrease 
in  grain  prices  during  that  month.     "Bold  Bombay"  flaxseed  at  Bombay  showed  a 
slight  increase  during  September,   advancing  from  $1.12  per  bushel  for  August 
to  $1.13'  for  September  of  the  present  year. 

The  consumption  of  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  improved  with  the 
increased  activity  in  the  manufacture  of  paints  and  similar  products.  Although 
there  was  a  slight  seasonal  improvement  in  the  consumption  of  linseed  meal 
during  the  past  month  it  was  still  far  below  normal.    The  consumption  of 
linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  present  year 
v/as  larger  than  during  the  past  2  years.      According  to  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  70,824,095  pounds  were  consumed  against  51,574,628  pounds  for  the  same 
quarter  last  year  and  70,505,656  pounds  in  1951.     The  amount  of  flaxseed 
consumed  in  crushings  in  the  United  States  from  July  1  to  September  30  of 
this  year  was  6,074,000    bushels  compared  with  3,739,000  bushels  during  the 
corresponding  months  last  year  and  7,610,000  bushels  in  the  same  months  of 
1931.      The  total  factory  and  warehouse  stocks  of  linseed  oil  in  the  United 
States  on  September  30,  1933  were  99,631,578  pounds  compared  with  97,495,599 
pounds  on  the  corresponding  date  of  tho  previous  year  and  107,507,923 
pounds  at  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  of  1931. A  somewhat  better  inquiry  for 
linseed  oil  was  also  apparent  in  Europe.     Tho  recent  improved  demand  for 
linseed  cake  on  the  Continent  still  continues,  and  is  expected  to  be  further 
'increased  as  the  weather  becomes  colder. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  on  December  £  were 
984,000  bushels  compared  with' 1 , 150, 000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  date 
last  year  and  1,045,000  in  1931.'    Stocks  in  store  in  the  Western  Grain 
Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  November  24  were-  670,370  bushels  against 
1,365,273  bushels  last  year  and  1,349,333  bushels  in  1931. 
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•    Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  during  September,  October,  and 
November  of  the  current  year  were  only  7,957,000  bushels  or  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  amount  shipped  for  the  corresponding  months  last  .year.  This 
curtailment  in  flaxseed  exports  was  due  to  the  heavy  shipments  made  by 
India  this  season.    Prom  September  1  to  November  25  the  total  clearances  from 
India  were  5,734,000  bushels  compared  with  only  740,000  bushels  during  the 
same  period  last  year.     Exports  of  flaxseed  from  India  have  now  exceeded  the 
notably  heavy  shipments  of  1930,  and  have  been  the  heaviest  since  1925.^ 
Much  of  this  flaxseed,  especially  from  Bombay,  was'  imported  into  the  United 
States  for  the  first  time  in' a  long  period.      Of  the  2,952,905  bushels  of 
flaxseed  shipped. from 'Bombay  during  the  months  of  September,  October, and 
November  2,165,232  bushels  were  destined  for  the  United  States.      This  was 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  both  prides  and  exchange  in  recent  weeks 
have  favored  sales  to  this  Country.      .The.  small  Canadian  crop  of  last  year 
resulted  in  a  very  small  trade  movement  from  that  country  this  season.  From 
September  1  to  October  31,  '  183,000  .bushels  have  been  shipped  compared  with 
none  for  the  same  months  last  year. 

The  small  United  States  crop  of  last  year  and  the  even  smaller 
prospective  crop  for  this  year  have  increased  imports'  of  flaxseed  into  the 
United  States  very  considerably  this  season.    From  September  1  to  October  31 
the  United  States  imported  "4, 495, 000  bushels  against  1,040,000  bushels 
during  the  same  months  last  year.     The  takings  of  the  United  Kingdom  were 
substantially  less  this  year  than  last.    For  the  months  of  September  and 
October  this" year  imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  Kingdom  totalled 
1, '672, 000  bushels  against  3,159*000  bushels  during  the  same  months  of  1932. 
Recent  restrictions  by  Germany  and  Netherlands  haVe  drastically  reduced 
imports  of  flaxseed  into  each  of  these  countries.    During  the.  past  September 
Netherlands  and  Germany  imported  201,000  and  791,000  bushels  respectively 
compared  with  1,974,000  and  1,641,000  bushels  in  September  of  the  previous 
year. 
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Flaxseed:  Acreage  and  production  in  countries  reporting  for  1933-34, 
annual  1932-33  to  1933-34 


Acreage 

:  Production 

. 

:?ercent- 

:Percent- 

:  age 

:  age 

Country 

:1932-33 

: 1933-34 

:1933~34 

: 1932-33 

: 1933-34 

: 1933-34 

i 

:  is  of 

:  is  of 

; 

:1932-33 

:1952-33 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:Percent 

:  "bushels 

: Dushels 

:  Percent 

United  States,  revised. . 

.:  2,061 

:  1,755 

:  84.3 

:11,787 

:  7,451 

:  63.2 

5,655 

:  7,166 

:  126.7 

: 52, 304 

:   

:   

:  6,348 

:  81.6 

:   

:   

:   

:  3,239 

:  98.1 

;16,64Q 

:16,120 

:  96.9 

:  244 

;  53.7 

:  2,446 

:  679 

:  27.8 

:  266 

:  78.9 

:  1,493 

:   

:   

:  135 

:  127.4 

!  626 

;  829 

:  132.4 

!  133 

:  132.1 

:  352 

:  441 

:  125.3 

I  45 

: '  83.3 

:  374 

:  394 

:  105.3 

i        28  . 

.  112.0 

:  218 

:   

:   

;  27 

:  128.6 

!  202 

:  256 

:  126.7 

5        41  : 

113.9 

i  153 

232 

:  151.6 

Czechoslovakia,  revised. 

. :        16  • 

18  : 

112.5 

?■ ;  95 

—  — — 

2C  : 

90.9 

96 

—  _  — 

12  : 

109.1 

l/    89  : 

12  : 

240.0  : 

:   



10  : 

100.0  : 

A  "1  ~>  O!  4~  Y*  "1  Ci 

•         n  • 

*±  • 

36  ; 

17  j 

47.2 

3  : 

150.0  : 

28  : 

49  : 

175.0 

1  : 

100.0  : 

11  : 

11  : 

100.0 

Total  countries 

19,477  : 

97.4  : 

32,655  : 

26,479  : 

81.1 

Estimated  world  total. 

.-.20,800  : 

125,  500  : 

Compiled  from  official  -sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agr ic ultiu- e  , 
except  as  otherwise  noted, 
l/    Trade  estimate. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets,  "by  weeks 

and  months,  1932  and  1935 


Ilonth 

.  Winnipeg 

.Minneapolis 

'*  Buenos 
'•  Aires 

:  Liar 

gin  of  Minneapolis 
price  over 

and 

:No.  1 

•      2;o , 

]. 

:  "Winnipeg 

: Bueno  s 

Aires 

week 


:  1932 

:  1933 

:  1932 

1953 

:  1932 

:  1933 

•    1  9S? 

•    1  Q  S  S 

r'l932 

:  1955 

:Dolls. 

:  Do  1 1  s . 

:DcTfFy 

:Dolls. 

:Dol Is . 

:Dolls. 

•  fpvif  0 

.  W  O  x  I  U  O 

:  Cent  s 

:  Cent  s 

Liar .  - 

1st.  v/eek 

:  0.92 

:  0.65 

:  1 . 42 

:  1.08 

:  0.64 

:  0.58 

50 

A3 

•             X  KJ 

:  78 

:  50 

2nd.  " 

:  .93 

:  1. 41 

:     1/  ' 

:  .65 

:  .59 

48 

:  76 

3rd.  " 

:  .90 

:  .67 

:  1.45 

:  2/1.I.8 

:  .64 

:  .60 

53 

61 

•           <s  JL 

:  79 

:  58 

4th.  " 

:  .88 

:     .  66 

:  1.38 

:~"l.l3 

:  .63 

:  .59 

:  50 

:  47 

:  75 

:  54 

5th.  » 

:  .90 

:     •  66 

:  1.36 

:  1.12 

:  .62 

:    .  .58 

•  AA 

AA 

:  74 

:  54 

Av. 

:  .91 

»  .66 

:  1.40 

:  1.13 

:  .62 

:     .  59 

•  AQ 

.  AR 

:  78 

:  54 

Apr.  - 

1st.  week 

:  .90 

:  .66 

:  1.35 

•  1  -1  5 

•  1  e  J.  J 

62 

•     -  59 

:  4to 

.  AO 

:  73 

:  56 

2nd.  " 

.  '  .90  * 

:    '.69  e 

f  1Y37  ' 

•"  'V  18" 

. 62  T 

•            •  ■ 

A  H 

.         A  Q 

:  75 

•  ^9 

3rd.  "  . 

:  .90 

:  .74 

•  l  .35 

•   1  25 

61 

62 

:  40 

:  ox 

7A 

1  65 

4th.  "  . 

:  .84 

„  77 

•  1-34- 

•  JL  •  «J*X 

•  "1  S8 

*  *  - 

60 

t          »  U  w 

:  v\j 

:     0 1 

7A 

•  68 

9  OO 

Av. 

.88 

71 

•  1.36 

»      JL  •  CO 

40 

:  4/ 

r-  rj 
.         J  ( 

■      *  %j 

•  66 

1st.  week 

.89 

:  1-30 

>      ±  •  *±  JL 

68 

7fi 

:  o't 

:  dc 

72 

:  66 

2nd.  "  : 

.75 

:     .  92 

•    1  .28 

■      -L  •  i  t/ 

.  79 

»  ss 
:  do 

:  dx. 

:  69 

:  64 

3rd.  "  ! 

.73 

:  .94 

.  1.17 

:  1 .42 

;     .  58 

•     .78  : 

A  A 

•       A  P. 

!  59 

:  64 

4th.  "  : 

.73 

,  1.02  ' 

•   l  .IS 

:  1 .44 

•     .  58 

.73 

•  AA 

•  AP 

:  61 

,  66 

5th.  "  ; 

.  70 

1„X5 

:  1.15  : 

1 . 58 

s  58  : 

.86  : 

AA 

•  AS 

57 

:  72 

Av.  : 

.74 

.96 

1.21 

1 .43  : 

.57  j 

.77  : 

A7 

fr  ( 

A7  < 

64  : 

66 

June  -  : 

1st.  week: 

.62  : 

1.13  : 

1 .06 

.  1.58  : 

.  58  : 

.86  : 

44 

:    45  : 

48  : 

72 

2nd.  "  : 

.61 

1.15  : 

1.04 

1.67  : 

.57  : 

.90  : 

AT,  < 

47  : 

77 

3rd.  "  : 

.61  : 

3/i.20  : 

1 . 04 

1.78  j 

.  57  : 

.94  : 

AS  1 

RA  • 

47  j 

84 

4th.  "  : 

.60  ~ 

1.43  : 

1 .02  : 

1-92  ■ 

.  56  : 

1 .05  : 

A2  • 

AQ 

46  : 

87 

Av.  : 

.62  : 

1.21  : 

1.05  : 

1 . 72  : 

.57  : 

.92  : 

AS  ' 

Al  • 

48  : 

80 

July  -  : 

1st.  week: 

.58  : 

1 . 54  : 

1 .01  : 

1 .96  : 

.  58  : 

1.13  : 

AS  • 

A?  • 

43  : 

85 

2nd.  "  : 

.57  : 

1.67  : 

1.00  : 

2.18  : 

.  58  : 

1  •  22  J 

AS  • 

>JX  • 

42  : 

96 

3rd.  "  : 

.60  : 

1.58  : 

.96  : 

'   ~.'94  : 

2.28  : 

.58'  : 

1.25  : 

S6 

70 

38  : 

105 
91 

•4th.  n  : 

.62  : 

'2-.Ofr  : 

.  59  : 

1.15  : 

•  55  : 

Av.  : 

.59  : 

1.51  : 

.98  : 

2.05  : 

.59  : 

1.18  : 

SQ 

AA 

39  : 

87 

Aug.  -  : 

1st.  week: 

.61  : 

1.33  : 

.96  : 

1  •  94  • 

.59  j 

1.12  : 

35 

61 

37  : 

62 

•2nd.  "  : 

.62  : 

1.32  : 

1.01  : 

1.9C  : 

.61  : 

1.05  : 

SQ 

A8 

40  : 

85 

3rd.  "  : 

.61  : 

1.30  : 

1.01  : 

1.87  : 

.62  : 

1 . C4  • : 

AO 

'x\J  « 

57 

39  : 

83 

4th.  "  : 

.64  : 

1.35  : 

1.01  : 

1.89  : 

.62  : 

1.06  : 

^7 

39  : 

83 

5th.  "  : 

.69  : 

1.34  : 

1.06  : 

1.84  : 

.63  : 

1.09  : 

57  : 

50  : 

43  : 

75 

Av.  ■  : 

•  63  : 

1.33  : 

1.01  : 

1.88  : 

.61  : 

1.06  : 

58  : 

55  : 

40  : 

82 

Sept .  -  : 

1st.  week: 

.73  : 

1.35  : 

1.12  : 

1.87  ; 

.67  : 

1.15  : 

59  : 

52  : 

45  : 

72 

-2nd.  "  : 

.72  : 

1 . 42  : 

1.13  : 

1.88  : 

.71  : 

1.07  : 

41  : 

46  : 

42  : 

81 

3rd.  »  : 

.70  : 

1.50  : 

1.15  : 

1.94  : 

.69  : 

1.15  : 

45  : 

•   44  : 

46  : 

81 

4th.  V 

.70  : 

1.41  : 

1.16  : 

1.90  : 

.63  : 

1.05  : 

46  : 

49  : 

48  : 

85 

Av.  : 

.71  : 

1,42  : 

1.13  : 

1.88  : 

.67  : 

1.09  : 

42  : 

46  : 

46  : 

79 

Continued  - 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets,  "by  weeks 

and  1933  -  Cont'd. 


and  months,  1952 


7,  ~r\  ki  4" 
\\-Jj  11  oil 

Week 

|  Winnipeg 

'   Mi  nTipfitinl  i  ^ 

J.1X1  i-l  LO  CA.  '  i  \J       J_  O 

.■  Buenos 

Mar^ 

*in  of  Minneapolis 
price  over 

!   No.  1.  C.W.  • 

:       No,  1 

Aires 

;  Winnipeg 

Due no  s 

Aires 

>  1932 

1933 

•  1932 

i  1933 

>  1932 

1933 

1932 

•  1933 

{Dolls. 

: Dolls . 

iDolls.VDolls. 

.Dolls . 

.Doll s . 

: Cents 

, Cents 

:Cents 

.Cents 

Oct.  - 

1st.  week 

:  0.66 

:  1. 35 

:  1.17  :  1.87 

s  0.66 

.  1.02 

:  51 

:  52 

.  51 

:  85 

2nd.  " 

:  .65 

:  1.19 

:  1.10  :  1.77 

;  .63 

:  ..94 

:  45 

:     58  ' 

!  47 

:  03 

3rd.  " 

:  .66 

:  1.20 

:  1.15  :  1.73 

:  .63' 

:  .91 

!  49 

s     53  '; 

52  , 

:  82 

4th.  " 

•  .62 

1.33 

:  1.10  :  1.81 

:  .60 

:  .98 

:  48 

:     48  • 

.     50  ! 

,  83 

A  IT  t 

AV  . 

Nov.  -  ! 
1st.  week: 

.  .64 

:  1.27 

1.13  :  1.80 

:.  .62 

!  .96 

:-  49 

:  53 

:  51 

:  84 

.61  ! 

1.35  : 

1.07  :  1.78  ! 

.59  : 

1.02  . 

46-  : 

.  -43 

:    48  : 

76 

2nd.  »  : 

.63  : 

1.40  : 

1.09  :  1.79  : 

c60  : 

1.03  ! 

46  ! 

39  ! 

49  : 

76 

3rd.  "  : 

.62  : 

1.44  : 

1.09  :  1.79  : 

.60  ! 

1.06  : 

47 

.     35  : 

49  : 

,  73 

4th.  "  : 

.60  : 

1.43  : 

1,05  :  1.75  ! 

.58  < 

1.06  : 

45  ! 

:    32  : 

47  : 

69 

5th.  "  : 

.58  : 

1.03,  :  1.77  : 

.59  : 

1.05  : 

45  : 

72 

Compiled  as  follows:  Minneapolis 


Minneapolis  Daily  Marked  Records  -    Average  of 


daily  prices  weighted  "by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River  Plate- 
monthly  average^,  New  York  Journal,  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages, 
l/  Trading  suspenTelL  27^Kirec~  daily  quotations.        3/ 'Five  daily  quotations 

only.        4/  Not  available.- 

Flaxseed:  International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 

countries,  1930-31  to  1935-54 


Item  and  country 


Year  beginning  Sept.  1 


 :  1950-51: 1951-52:1952-55:  Sept.  1 

' '  ~"  :  1,  000    :  1,000     : 1,000  : 

Export  s :  : bushe 1 s : bushe 1 s : bushel s : 

Argentina  :  67,316:   73, 785: 101, 738:Nov. 25 

India    :     4,697:     3,504:  6,883:Nov.25 

Canada...  ..:     1,887:        189:        794:  Oct.  51 

Russia  and  Danube  :  78:         —  :       —     : No v . 25 

Total  above  exports .  .  .  ;~T5~,~9"8Y~77, 478: 109, 460: 
Imports:  :  :  :  : 

United  States  :     9,927:  10,948:  9,262:0ct.51 

United  Kingdom  :   15,057;  14,151:  11,  582:0ct.  51 

Total  2  countries  :" ~2~2~,T84:  25,099:  20,64V: 

Continent  :  :  :  : 

Netherlands'.  :  14,272:  16,576:  16, 884:Sept  .30 

Germany  :  12,486:  14,680:  17, 110:  Sept .  50 

France  "  :     9,575:     9,659:  10,464:  — 

Belgium  :     6 , 049 :     6,008:     6,  572: Sept . 50 

Total  4  countries  :  42, 180:  '  46, 725:  50,850:  

Total  above  imports.  .  .  :"~65,164:  71,822:   71,474:  ' 

C 0 mo i le d  fro m  0 f fieTia T~s ouFce s , "  e'xc e p t  as  noted,  ly Official 
trade  figures  to  date.     2/official  figures  to  September  50, 


Trade  in  current  seasons 
with  comparisons 

1933-34 

1,000  • 

bushels 
7,957 
5,734 
183 

'  157874 


4,495 
1,672 


6,167 


201 
791 

514 


figures  to  October  31, 
trade  figures  to  date. 


■H-89 
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Flaxseed:  Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  at  Hull,  England, 


by  months,  1928  to  1933 


Kind  : 

and 
year  : 
LXpTata'": 

Jan.  : 

Feb .  : 

Mar .  : 

Tolls: 

Apr .  : 

Do  11 s : 

May  : 
DoTTs": 

Jane  : 
DoTTs" 

July  : 
Dolls: 

Aug.  : 
"Dolls"' 

Sept . : 
DoTTs". 

Oct.  : 

,  Dolls 

Ho  v.  : 

DolTai 

Dec . 

DoTTs 

Dolls: 

Dolls* 

flaxseed 

1.96. 

.1 .83 

1928  : 

1.85: 

1.84. 

1.88: 

1.84: 

1.97: 

1.92 

.  1.91: 

1.83; 

1.66. 

1.94 

1929 

1.90 

1.93: 

1.92 

,  1.92: 

1.91' 

1.90 

.  2.22! 

2.41' 

-  2.80: 

2.60< 

•  2.31: 

.  <c.  oo 

1930 

;  2.22 

.  2.12 

:  2.06: 

,  2.19: 

2.13 

2.02 

:  1.84: 

1.91 

!  1.72 

.  1.48 

:  1.26 

.1.14 

1931 

!  1«02 

.  1.09 

:  1.14i 

!  1.09: 

1.04 

,  .98 

,  1.10, 

1.00 

:  .89 

:  .86 

:  .90 

.  .78 

1932 

:  .75 

.  .76 

.  .83 

:  .74: 

.71 

.  .59 

.71: 

.73 

.  .81 

.  .75 

:  .71 

:  .72 

1933 

:  .74 

:  .72 

:  .71. 

.74: 

9? 

;  1.06 

•  1.31 

.  1.24 

:  1.26 

:  1.14 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

S2.33 

1928 

:  2.12 

:  2.10 

:  2.12 

.'  2.20! 

2.23: 

2.18 

:  2.16 

'  2.16 

:  2.19 

•  2.26 

:  2.31 

1929 

:  2.32 

,  2.52 

:  2.25 

:  2.19: 

2.13 

:  2.11 

:  2.44 

:  2.51 

:  2.85 

:  2.89 

:  2.80 

:2.77 

1930 

:  2.58 

:  2.34 

:  2.20 

:  2.33: 

2.27 

;  2.20 

:  2.01 

.  2.15 

:  1.95 

:  1.74 

:  1.57 

:1.55 

1931 

:  1.44 

■  1/ 

:  1/ 

:     1/  : 

1.25 

:  1.22 

:  1.31 

:  1.24 

:  1.12 

:  1.05 

:  1.05 

:  .93 

1952 

:  .96 

:  1.00 

:  1.08 

,  .92: 

.86 

:  .85 

:  .87 

:  .92 

:  .98 

:  .93 

:  .87 

:  .91 

1933 

:  .93 

i  .89 

:  .8b 

:  .86: 

1.06 

:  1.19 

:  1.43 

:  1.30 

:  1.33 

:  1.24 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Dru{ 


"RepoF-f er" "and  "The  London"  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter".    Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.     Daily  prices 
are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the  price  at 
the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922  to  December  1927  see 
"World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/    Not  available. 


Flaxseed:  Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

1928  to  1933 


Year  : 

Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar. 

.Apr.  : 

"DoTTs": 

May  : 

"foils' 

June  : 
"Dolls: 

July  : 

Aug. 

Dolls: 

Dolls: 

Dolls 

Dolls1 

Dolls 

1928  : 

1.86: 

1.83: 

1.66 

:  1.88: 

1.95 

1.91: 

1.99: 

1.86 

1929  • 

1.98. 

2.04: 

2.02 

:  1.99: 

1.94- 

1.92: 

.  2.10 

.  2.22 

1930 

.  2.29 

:  2.16. 

2.07 

:  2.11 

2.09 

:  2.00 

:l/i.84 

1.95 

1931 

.  1.21 

.1/1.35 

:  2/l  .37 

:lA.31: 

1.19 

.  1.15" 

r  1.20 

:  1.09 

1932 

:]/  .83" 

"  .90 

;  .90" 

r  .33 

:  .80 

:  .74 

:  .77 

:  .78 

1933 

IT/. 80 

:  .75 

:  .70 

:  .70 

:l/.78 

:  .96 

:  1.20 

:  1.12 

Sept.:  Oct.: Nov. 


Dolls: Doll s : Do lis 

•  • 

1.87:  1.98:  1.96 

2.51:  2.50:  2.41 

i.83:l/l.60:  1.42 

.97:  .88: 

.88:  .80:  .76 
1.13:  : 


877 


Dec . 

Do"  lis" 

I.  97 
2.37 

II.  32 
.79 
.76 


IJo'mpTled  from  "Indian  TTade  TmrrTaT"".  For  pr ices  from  June  1922  -  December  1927, 
see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
_l/  Three  Friday  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 


